



, oS ~ January 2004 No 343 £2.50 


| Against fascism and racism 


ee 





p Gwe 





Blackshirts 
not available 


Wear our multicoloured 
beacon against racism 
and fascism. 


Shirt just £9.99 with all 





HOPE NOT HATE profits to Searchlight 
local campaigns against 
& the BNP 


available from 
www .philosophyfootball.com 


B)alitesxe)8)ayacere)4s)-1| eolaa 


sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 

















1 

) Subscribe to Searchlight o104 f | 
| £24 UK individuals £43 Non Europe individuals £36 Europe individuals | 
, £18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations £48 All non-UK organisations F ( 
I Name/organisation j 
| Address i 
k _ 
| 

f bE. 
" Postcode i | 
Cheques payable to Searchlight Magazine Ltd | 

| PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG Tel 020 7681 8660 Fax 020 7681 8650 I | 
email editors@searchlightmagazine.com www.searchlightmagazine.com | 

i *Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. i =} 
I Names and addresses may be used to send you other Searchlight information. | | 
Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such information. | 

ad | 


The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Six months of campaigning must begin now 
Home Secretary David Blunkett’s proposal, that if 
failed asylum seekers do not leave Britain their children 
will be put into care, is deeply disturbing. In fact it is so 
obscene that we witnessed the unusual spectacle of the 
Conservative Opposition leader Michael Howard 
denouncing the plans as “despicable”. These kind of 
proposals from the government, coupled with constant 
newspaper headlines condemning “illegal” immigrants, 
only give grist to the mill of the fascist British National 
Party. 

This year will either propel the BNP into the European 
Parliament and dozens of local councils, like similar 
fascist organisations in other West European countries, 
or shove it back into the margins of political life, its 
bubble having burst. The European Parliament, council 
and London Assembly elections will all take place on 
10 June, and the BNP machine is focussed on that day. 
A combination of the proportional representation 
system for choosing MEPs and the fact that many entire 
councils are up for election gives the BNP a unique 
opportunity that will not occur again for a long time. 

Between now and June, the BNP will hope to notch up 
more councillors in by-elections. What is needed is for 
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anti-fascists to build momentum by distributing local 
leaflets and other materials over the next few months. 

One way of making a big impact is to work with the 
local press. A good story in a popular local paper will 
have a massive impact. Last month Wales Friends of 
Searchlight fed stories to the local paper in the run-up to 
a Flintshire county council by-election in the Aston 
division on 18 December. Everything seemed perfect for 
the BNP to make its first inroads into Wales, with a poor- 
performing council that has had lots of problems. 
However, the BNP wasted the chance by calling for a 
protest vote and avoiding local issues.In addition, the 
press outed the BNP as fascists, which had a big impact. 

The BNP came last in the ballot but still secured over 
14% of the vote. More heartening though is the fact that 
this defeat came hot on heels of another by-election 
result in Leicester's Westcotes ward, where the BNP 
scored a paltry 4% of the vote. 

In Wales, the BNP made much play of the fact that the 
candidate, John Walker, is a longstanding member of 
the Transport and General Workers’ Union. Surely, he is 
unlikely to remain a member of that union for long after 
bringing it into disrepute by standing on a racist platform 
and invoking his membership card. 
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by Nick Lowles 


he British National Party was celebrating a new 
TF ecunsitr last month after a Conservative defected 

in Calderdale, West Yorkshire. Geoffrey Wallace, 55, 
claimed his decision came from the heart. The BNP 
heralded this development as the latest sign of its 
growing respectability and claimed that others were on 
the verge of switching. 

But the celebrations may be short-lived. There are 
already signs that Wallace’s move has galvanised 
opposition to the BNP with the local newspaper, the 
Tories and anti-fascists all speaking out against it. 

Wallace represents Illingworth, a ward that already has 
one BNP councillor. With boundary changes next 
summer that will add Mixenden to the ward, the BNP will 
be going into the next election with all three councillors. 

Wallace claimed it was the “effervescence and 
vibrancy” of the BNP that convinced him to switch. “It is 
a bold move but it’s a move I had to take,” he told the 
local paper. 

Less charitable observers have suggested that his 
move was motivated by electoral expediency. With the 
Conservative vote haemorrhaging to the BNP and 
the inclusion of the solidly working-class Mixenden estate 
in the ward, he was unlikely to win the seat as a Tory. 

His move was not wholly unexpected. He has been 
friendly with the local BNP councillor, Richard Mulhall, 
for some time, on both a political and a personal basis. 

The defection has had an immediate effect. 
The increase to three councillors has given the BNP a 
greater entitlement to representation. Two extra 
committee seats have now been allotted to the BNP. 

What is perhaps more surprising was the reaction to 
Wallace’s action. In a town not known for outspoken 
anti-BNP views, there has been almost unanimous 
condemnation. 

The local paper, the Halifax Courier, led the chorus of 
criticism. “Traitor” ran its front-page headline, the choice 
of the editor himself. The Courier’s attitude towards the 
BNP has changed dramatically since a new editor took 
over in the summer. This was 
apparent from his editorial. 

“BNP leader Nick Griffin may be 
a Cambridge law graduate but 
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mask, another disguise for the seething mix of race 
hatred and mistrust that sustains the BNP. 

“If Mr Wallace had the courage of his political 
convictions he would, of course, have stood down. 
Instead he has merely crossed the floor. It may be that 
he will carry some Tory votes with him when he stands 
again in June. 

“Or maybe by then the mid-life political crisis in 
Mr Wallace’s head will have been resolved. He will 
perhaps have realised — from the contempt of both 
strangers and those close to him — that he made a 
terrible error of judgement.” 

The editor's furious reaction was shared by local 
Conservatives who finally seem to have woken up to the 
BNP threat. “Geoffrey Wallace was elected as a 
Conservative councillor but what he has done is ratted 
on his electorate,” said Graham Reason, chairman of the 
Halifax Conservative Association. 

Searchlight has learnt that the fierce local response 
stopped at least one other local Conservative councillor 
from switching to the BNP. Even before Wallace's defection 
was revealed in the press, Searchlight informants within 
the BNP were reporting that as many as three other 
Conservative councillors in Calderdale were in contact 
with the BNP with one close to moving over. 

The Conservative Party was immediately informed 
and local and national pressure brought to bear. 
However, local reaction, mainly by the influential local 
newspaper, was probably far more important in 
persuading others not to switch. 

Wallace must have known his defection would attract 
public criticism but even he could not have foreseen the 
strength of feeling and hostility. He has become a virtual 
recluse as the media, former friends and the local 
electorate speak out against him. The local paper even 
went around the ward canvassing anti-Wallace opinion. 

He has even been booted off two school Governing 
Bodies for non-attendance, a decision that school 
Governors do not normally take lightly. This is likely to 
harm both himself and the BNP generally in the run-up to 
next summer's elections. 

The BNP obviously hoped 
that Wallace's actions would result 
in the implosion of the local 












many of his followers are redneck 
bruisers, some with very dubious 
pasts. Beneath the wannabe 
respectable crust of Griffin’s new, 
improved BNP, the toxic old race 
haters are still bubbling away.” 

He went on to challenge 
Wallace’s assertion that it was 
opposition to the European Union 
rather than racism that led him to 
the BNP. “If he thinks the BNP is 
merely the natural home of 
patriotic, _ Europhobic Little 
Englanders, he is sadly mistaken. 
Euro-scepticism is just another 
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Conservative Party, but the 
opposite might be true. For too 
long some local Tories were happy 
to believe that the BNP was 
Labour's problem, but the threat 
to themselves can no longer 
be ignored. 

That, coupled with a local 
paper that is strongly opposed to 
the BNP, will hopefully lead to a 
more aggressive anti-BNP effort 
next June. Perhaps, just perhaps, 
we'll be thanking Mr Wallace for 
his contribution to defeating the 
BNP next year. 
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Former BNP 
councillor 
slams 
racist party 


BLACKBURN’S FORMER British National Party councillor 
says he would prefer the current Labour administration over 
anything the BNP could offer. Robin Evans, who represented 
the BNP in Mill Hill ward until he resigned from the party in 
September, launched a stinging attack on the BNP in a letter 
to party supporters, which Searchlight has obtained. 

Evans says he wrote the letter, dated 4 December, in 
response to an attack on him in the latest BNP members’ 
bulletin. Gone were the conciliatory noises made by the party 
leadership at the time of his resignation and in their place was 
a personal and political attack. Evans’s behaviour in publicly 
attacking the quality of the BNP councillors in Burnley was 
“disgraceful” and he was dismissed as a sad and lonely figure. 

He claims there has been other gossip and “pack-stabbing” 
about him. As the man who carried out the instructions of the 
leadership against the wishes of the local or regional 
membership, his sense of betrayal is clear. 

He accuses the party’s regional organiser, Bev Scott, who 
also calls herself Jones, of financial irregularities, while 
claiming that the other local BNP organisers were either too 
stupid or dishonest to complain. 

But he is most revealing when he writes about the 
Blackburn BNP branch. “Upon election to the Council, it 
transpired that there was nobody that really knew what to 
do next, how the Town Hall operated or that was willing 
to learn. The local branch in Blackburn was largely made up 
of football hooligans and drug dealers etc. As | was ‘in it up 
to my neck’ and was receiving little or no support, | made 
the decision to restructure the local branch myself. 


‘All was working fine, steady progress was being made 
despite the opposition of the yobs. It was this pressure from 
‘the yobs’, who although great in number are an unwelcome 
‘set of baggage’ to myself and my faithful friends, that 
persuaded the weak-willed leadership to appoint one of 
their ‘sort’, a typical yes man, to the organiser position for 
Blackburn and Darwen.” 

(The new BNP organiser is Trevor Maxfield from Darwen. 
He was appointed by Griffin after several failed attempts by 
the local branch to replace Evans.) 

Evans believes that the BNP simply does not have the 
calibre or political ability to bring about any real change in 
Britain. In fact, he now says the party will only make the 
country worse. 

“If | and most others are honest, | do not really want my 
son to grow up under a Labour leadership, but in 
comparison to what | have learnt relating to the BNP 
organisation, | would rather have the current dictatorship 
than the political disaster that is promised from the BNP 
performance to date.” 

He concludes: “I have never expressed a desire to return 
to the BNP nor shall |. Why on earth would I? Nor have 
| regretted my leaving (one of my better moves).” 

Evans has circulated this letter to BNP supporters in 
Blackburn. Many have reacted with fury at his claims but 
attacking him publicly again could prove devastating for 
next summer’s all-out elections. 


A BNP victory 
goes sour as 
councillor Robin 
Evans turns on 
his former party 








Do you want to make a difference against the fascists 
in this June’s local and European elections? 


Then you need the weapons to fight them. 





The day is intended for activists from the trade unions, all faiths, democratic political parties 
and community-based organisations. You will learn from Searchlight’s extensive experience: 


© How the elections will work 
® How to deal with local media 


Apply for places and/or more information ir 





or by email to sis@searchlightinformationservices. 


Searchlight Information Services is holding a free one-day election campaign training 
school for London and Home Counties activists on 

Sunday 8 February 2004 10am-4pm (registration from 9.30 am) 
at an accessible venue in London. 


Two keynote speeches and a series of practical workshops will teach you how to deal 
with racist extremists at community level, which is where the fight will be won. 


® To produce your own effective bulletins and leaflets 
®@ Just how criminal and nazi the racists are 
= To use your own wealth of experience in the campaign 

® How to break down traditional sectarian barriers to build broad 












News 171 brief 





In another 
antisemitic 
attack in July 
2003 
tombstones 
in the Jewish 
section of 
Hollybrook 
cemetery in 
Southampton 
were daubed 
with nazi 
slogans and 
swastikas 


BNP member promoted at Royal Mail 

Royal Mail bosses at Northampton’s main sorting office 
defended their decision to promote a BNP member to a 
management post at the end of November. This follows 
a memo sent to employees warning about offensive 
graffiti on staff noticeboards at its Crow Lane sorting 
office. Concerns about the graffiti related to its racist 
content and its references to the BNP, which the memo 
said were “causing offence to employees”. 

An investigation by the Northampton Chronicle & 
Echo revealed that Peter Folwell, a senior employee and 
BNP activist, has been offered the temporary promotion 
at the sorting office. Mr Folwell told the newspaper that 
his political views would not interfere with his work. 

He added, “I love my country, there is nothing racist 
about that. I love being English and living in England ... 
The graffiti was nothing to do with me and I don’t know 
who it was aimed at and I don’t know of any problem 
down there.” 

According to the Northampton Chronicle & Echo, 
Asian staff are furious at having to work under someone 
with links to the BNP. One Asian employee based at the 
sorting office said, “The atmosphere down here at the 
moment is very uneasy”. 


Jewish gravestones attacked 

Gravestones in the Jewish section of a cemetery in Kent 
were vandalised last month in what appeared to be an 
act of antisemitism. About 21 headstones in Chatham 
municipal cemetery were attacked. 

The cemetery is divided into sections for people of 
different faiths and only gravestones in the Jewish part 
were knocked over and vandalised. Police have started 
an investigation into the incident, which caused 


considerable damage. 
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Medway council, which owns the graveyard, issued a 
statement stating, “The council is aware of the damage 
that was caused in the Jewish area of Chatham cemetery 
and is saddened such an incident took place. 

“We are working with the Jewish community locally to 
look at the best way forward for repairing and putting 
right the damaged graves. 

“In the meantime, we are increasing security patrols 
and carrying out ad hoc night time visits as well as 
working closely with the police”. 


Killing of traveller ‘not racially motivated’ 
Two youths were found guilty in December of the killing 
of a teenage traveller last May. The two 16-year-olds 
were convicted of the manslaughter of Johnny Delaney 
but cleared of his murder. 

Johnny was kicked about the head after a fight in 
Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, between his friends and a 
group of teenagers. Chester Crown Court heard that the 
fight started after one of the gang of youths shouted a 
racist comment at Johnny’s group. One of the defendants 
stamped on Johnny’s head with both feet and said he 
deserved it because “he was only a ... Gypsy”. 

But the judge ruled that the attack was not racially 
motivated. Johnny’s father, Patrick Delaney, and the 
detective who led the investigation into the death said 
outside court they did believe it was a “racist attack”. 

One girl who witnessed the attack said that, if she had 
to rate the kicks out of 10 for force, she would have given 
them a nine. Johnny was taken to the Countess of 
Chester Hospital, but died shortly afterwards. 

According to his family, he had faced prejudice 
before and hated being picked on for being a “Gypsy”. 
After the verdict, Mr Delaney said, “There is no justice 
here. They were kicking my son like a football. 

“Are, they going to let this happen to another Gypsy? 
Every travelling person is going to be upset by that 
verdict. As far as we're concerned it was a racist attack. 

“He was a very polite lad who never did anything 
wrong. He didn’t deserve this”. 

Detective Chief Inspector Jed Manley of Cheshire 
Police said, “It was recorded as a racially motivated 
incident on the first day of the inquiry under the 
definition given by the Lawrence Inquiry because of 
certain comments made at the scene of the incident. 

“I believe that the incident still falls within the 
definition we would use for a racially-motivated 
incident, and we believe that is appropriate”. 


Rise in racial murders 
Research published by the Institute of Race Relations 
(IRR) last month, shows that since the beginning of 1999 
at least 35 murders with a racial element were 
committed in England, Wales, and Scotland. This is 
almost double the number of the previous four years. 
The IRR research shows that asylum seekers are the 
group most vulnerable to racial violence. Between 1999 
and 2003, at least seven refugees were murdered in 
unprovoked attacks. In 2001 alone, three asylum 


seekers were murdered — Tgian Singh Nagra, Fetah 
Marku and Firsat Dag — all of whom were the victims of 
vicious racist attacks. 

Figures for racial violence have increased over the past 
few years, and it is often claimed that the reason is 
greater confidence in reporting these incidents. But as the 
IRR points out in this latest piece of research, no such 
claim can be made for the numbers of racial murders, 
because suspicious deaths are always officially recorded. 


Most black prisoners suffer racism 

Research published last month by the Children’s Society 
claimed that the majority of black prisoners interviewed 
say they have suffered discrimination by staff. Flaws in 
reporting procedures mean that most have to suffer the 
effects of racism in silence. 

But the Prison Service has rejected the research, saying 
that there is not enough detail for it to assess the findings. 

The University of Central England interviewed 45 
black male prisoners at three young offenders’ 
institutions. One interviewee claimed prison officers had 
called him “chimp” and “golliwog”. Another said a prison 
officer had compared him to soiled toilet paper. There 
were also allegations that racist graffiti was not removed. 

Professor David Wilson, a former prison governor 
now with the University of Central England, said that 
only five of the 45 prisoners knew about racism 
complaint channels. 

“No matter what they say about being committed to 
good race relations, the reality is that direct and in-your- 
face racism still exists”, said Professor Wilson. 

“The overwhelming amount of racism is not being 
reported despite the fact that there are systems to do so. 
Only one of the cases detailed to me had been reported.” 

A spokesman for the Prison Service rejected Professor 
Wilson's criticisms, saying tackling racism was a priority 
which included new ways of reporting incidents. “In the 
absence of any specific information about the incidents 


alluded to in this research, it is impossible to give a 
proper assessment’, said the spokesman. 

“The prison service would welcome seeing this 
information so that the important issues raised in the 
research can be investigated.” 


Foreign Office minister ‘insults’ British Muslims 
A planned speech by Foreign Office Minister Denis 
MacShane containing comments about Muslims at the 
end of November has caused great offence in his 
constituency. 

At a meeting in his constituency of Rotherham, 
MacShane intended to say it was “time for the elected 
and community leaders of British Muslims to make a 
choice: the British way, based on political dialogue and 
non-violent protests, or the way of the terrorists against 
which the whole democratic world is uniting”. 

The text was altered after outrage from British Muslim 
organisations. But this did little to allay the controversy 
that followed. 

Activists in Rotherham sent a motion to Labour’s 
national executive committee voicing no confidence in 
their MP. It read, “Denis MacShane is inciting racial and 
religious hatred, by publicly implying in the press that the 
Muslim community elected members and leaders are in 
favour of terrorism and being anti-British. 

“We feel these comments are ill-informed, designed to 
portray us in the media as conspiring against the state. 
The Nazis in world war two similarly accused the Jews, 
disputing their patriotism, which was so well executed 
that it led to what we now know as the Holocaust.” 

The motion was proposed by a community leader, 
Ghulam Nabi, whose son has served with British forces 
in Iraq. Muslim councillor Mahroof Rashid said, “Feelings 
in Rotherham are very highly charged indeed”. 

Mr MacShane declared, “There was no intention to 
cause offence. | work closely with the Muslim community 
and represent Muslim families in my constituency.” 


BNP faces ‘No Platform’ in Wales 


Rhodri Morgan, First Minister of Wales, gave Wales 
Friends of Searchlight his backing in its call for 
legitimate parties to refuse to share any platform 
with fascist candidates in this year’s European and 
council elections. 

The Labour Welsh Assembly member for Cardiff 
West pledged his support for WFoS on the first 
anniversary of its launch, at its annual general 
meeting in Cardiff at the end of November 2003. 
The meeting, held at the city’s Temple of Peace, 
also planned the WFoS campaign to stop the BNP 
from gaining victories in this year’s elections. 

Mr Morgan told the WFoS audience, “By sharing a 
platform with fascist and racist organisations, 
candidates from legitimate political parties will only 
give such people the credibility they crave - and 
simply do not deserve.” 

The meeting passed a motion calling on all 
political parties to refuse to share any platform with 
the BNP or any other fascist organisation in Wales. 
lan Titherington for WfoS stated: 

“Rhodri Morgan’s statement and support for WFoS 
is clear recognition that politicians from Wales are 
recognising the threat of the racist agenda from the 
BNP. There is nothing undemocratic about refusing to 


share a platform with fascists - people who would 
proudly deny a democratic voice to our many 
minority communities in Wales.” 

Steve Silver, the editor of Searchlight, emphasised 
how important it was for Welsh anti-fascists to 
ensure that the BNP failed in its endeavours to gain 
a foothold. He also said that the issue of racism 
against asylum seekers cannot be wished away: 

“Winning against the fascists means not shying 
away from issues like asylum as being a lost cause 
but arguing against the nonsense which is portrayed 
as ‘common sense’ in the media. 

“Wales has a great tradition in that vein. 
One wonders what the press today would have said 
in the 1930s when the people of Wales took in 
Basque refugee children from the Spanish Civil War 
and Jewish refugees from Nazi occupied Europe. 
Would they have been asylum seekers and illegal 
immigrants worthy only of vilification?” 

The BNP is dismayed that Wales has rejected all 
its previous efforts and is determined to make 
a breakthrough for the fascist cause in 2004. 
WFoS intends to play a leading role in ensuring 
that the people of Wales once again reject the 
politics of racism. 
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Government asylum 


plans fuel BNP bigotry 
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Outrageous new government 
proposals for clamping down on 
asylum seekers will once again 
fuel the flames of fascist hatred, 
argues Kate Taylor. At the same time 
the planned measures, if imposed, 
will contravene the very human 
rights premises upon which asylum 
laws are based, marking further 
moral degeneration in the debate 
surrounding refugees. 


to be the motive underlying Home Secretary David 

Blunkett’s latest proposals to reduce the number of 
asylum seekers in Britain. On 27 November, he put 
forward a number of suggestions for removing those 
whose cases had failed more quickly, including benefits 
cuts and the refusal of legal aid. But the idea that 
provoked horror even from the Conservative leader, 
Michael Howard, was the proposition that if asylum 
seekers do not leave the country promptly of their own 
volition, their children may be removed from them and 
taken into care. 

Mr Blunkett said, “My plans ... are necessary medicine 
to ensure that a process intended to help those fleeing 
persecution and torture is not exploited by organised 
criminals, illegal immigrants and unregulated legal 
advisers ... If failed claimants continue to refuse our 
offer to fly them home ... we cannot provide indefinite 
state benefits.” 

He added, “Our obligations to the welfare of the child 
are paramount, which means they would have to be 
taken into care if they were likely to suffer as a result ... 
it has to be a last resort if we are not to give up enforcing 
the immigration laws of this country altogether.” 

This proposal has prompted widespread outrage from 
refugee support groups and other mainstream politicians. 
Any move to implement it would contravene several 
articles in the UN convention on the rights of the child 
(CRC), particularly article 9, which states that every 
child has a right to live with his or her parents unless this 
is deemed to be compatible with the child’s best interests. 

In the UK, the Children Act 1989 and the Human 
Rights Act 1998 require that children remain with their 
parents wherever possible. Many have pointed to the 
fact that the government’s proposals may not be 
compatible, morally and ethically, with these acts. 

Refugee Action called the plan, “inhumane and 
shameful in the way it targets children as a way of 
coercing parents to return”. Similarly, the human rights 
lobby group Liberty said in a statement, “What this is all 
about is the government looking for sound bites to 
appear as if it’s tough on a perceived problem. | think it 
is all rather distasteful to start concentrating on children 
in the hope that you will get good headlines saying how 


: f you can’t kick them out, starve them out. This seems 


tough you are. It’s rather unpleasant.” 

The Refugee Council echoed these sentiments, saying 
that, “breaking up families harms children and should 
be done only when there is absolutely no alternative. 
The government should abandon this plan and work 
instead to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
asylum system’. 

Mr Howard described the proposals as “despicable”. 
They would, he added, be “using the children of asylum 
seekers as pawns to cover up the government’s failure to 
get a grip on its asylum chaos ... Tony Blair and David 
Blunkett have gone further than any civilised 
government should go.” 

He added, “It is one thing to clamp down on the 
misuse of benefits by those trying to claim asylum on 
false pretences ... it is quite another threatening the 
break-up of families as an incentive for people to leave 
“voluntarily”. And to spin such suggestions in order to 
look tough on asylum is simply unacceptable.” 

According to the Scottish National Party, the 
proposals will not work in Scotland. The party said that 
the proposed legislation will not repeal the Children 
Scotland Act 1995, so Children’s Panels will retain the 
power to return children to their parents, if that is in 
the best interests of the child. 

Party leader John Swinney said, “David Blunkett plans 
to punish refugees seeking asylum by taking their 
children away from them. 

“I have never heard of a more immoral, right-wing, 
oppressive policy than threatening to take children into 
care as a punishment for the actions of their parents. 

“Unfortunately for David Blunkett and fortunately for 
Scotland’s refugee populations, Scots’ law won't let that 
happen. His writ will not run north of the border.” 

Critics of Blunkett’s proposals suggest that the war 
against asylum seekers has further declined morally. 
Responses from such divergent forces as the Refugee 
Council to Michael Howard seem to converge upon the 
view that, in this instance, questions of whether an 
asylum applicant is genuine or bogus are irrelevant. 
The consensus is that, even if a claim fails, a certain 
amount of dignity should be accorded to every 
applicant. A failed asylum seeker is still a human being, 
and is thus entitled to certain basic human rights. 

One likely consequence of the latest announcements is 
that the British National Party will gain extra fuel for its 
campaign against asylum seekers. Again, the government 
will have helped normalise the far right’s message. 

Mr Blunkett explained that, “Being a Labour Home 
Secretary in the 21st century means fighting a constant 
battle against both extreme right and left. What both 
sides share is a dogmatic belief that there is no middle 
ground to be occupied. The government is either too 
tough or too soft. 

“The more that the manifest failures of our asylum 
system are dealt with, the less ammunition there is for the 
extreme right to fire. The BNP and the anti-immigration 
groups rub their hands with glee when we fail.” 

This will continue to fuel speculation that the BNP 
has some role in setting the political agenda. But it is just 
as accurate to describe the fascists as feeding off it. 
The draconian measures that Blunkett mentions, such 
as “derailing the legal aid gravy train’, provides the BNP 
with a platform upon which to vocalise its bigotry. 
The new asylum proposals make the BNP’s agenda seem 
mainstream. 

As Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, said himself a couple of 
years ago, “The asylum seeker issue has been great for us. 
We have had phenomenal growth in membership. It has 


been quite fun to watch government ministers and the 
Tories play the race card in far cruder terms than we would 
ever use, but pretend not to. This issue legitimises us.” 

The BNP made asylum its main priority in the council 
elections 2003. Its election manifesto declared, “While 
the dumping of asylum seekers on our communities is 
fundamentally the fault of the government, BNP 
councillors will do everything in their power to prevent 
asylum seekers being dumped in our areas. 

“Whilst we do not believe that the current wave of 
asylum seekers have any right to be in Britain, while they 
are here we will insist that benefits provided by the local 
community are repaid by asylum seekers being put to 
work to clean up the streets and carry out other tasks on 
behalf of the local community ... there is plenty of 
squalor to be tidied up.” 

A common tactic that the party uses is to try to 
convince white voters that asylum seekers get 
everything while they get nothing. “The BNP will end the 
scandal of council properties which are deemed 
substandard being left empty while our own people are 
homeless, only to have thousands spent on them to 
provide top grade accommodation for asylum seekers.” 

Following on from this theme, a recent BNP leaflet 
urges resentment against refugees, “Every year, hundreds 
of thousands of so-called ‘asylum seekers’ come to Britain 
and are immediately given free homes and full benefits — 
paid for by British taxpayers. This at a time when our 
schools are short of teachers and our hospitals are short 
of beds, and while our pensioners freeze in winter. 

“Because of the huge influx of ‘asylum seekers’, hospital 
waiting lists are now growing. ‘Asylum seekers’ are put to 
the front of the housing queue, before local British people 

. in just 60 years the native British people will be a 
minority in this land, thanks to mass immigration and 
asylum seeking. Yet did the politicians ever ask the people 
if they wanted this? NO!” 

Prime Minister Tony Blair recently made a pledge to 
cut asylum applications by half. Figures for the last 
quarter, released last month, show that this has been 
achieved. The statistics show that there were 4,225 
applications in September 2003 — a 52% drop compared 
to October last year. But what is the price we pay when 
political quotas become the overriding force in thinking 
with regards to asylum? Dehumanising the debate has 
consequences for everyone. ~ 

Yes, the asylum system is inefficient and in chaos, and 
this benefits nobody. But instead of focussing on fixing 
the system, the government blames the victims of 
that system. Inevitably, it will be the most vulnerable 
and impoverished who will be the biggest losers from 
recent government proposals. But when moral 
standards and human rights are thrown out in favour of 
spin and populism, we are all the losers. 

The government's recent actions show that we must 
be cautious about claiming that only fascists use 
refugees as scapegoats. The truth is that the BNP has 
only been able to campaign so successfully on this issue 
because the climate is so open for it to do so. The venom 
of the press and mainstream politicians has normalised 
the message of the BNP fascists. They are opportunists 
who have exploited the presence of refugees for their 
own gain. It is the whole culture of fear and panic among 
the general public that is most damaging. When this is 
rampant, then the BNP has an entry into the political 
landscape. The BNP is the enemy of democracy, free 
movement, and the very human rights that asylum laws 
are intended to protect. Protecting these ideals is in the 
interest not only of asylum seekers but of all of us. 
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By Nick Lowles 


his year is perhaps the most important in 

recent anti-fascist history. British fascism, 

in the guise of the British National Party, 

could possibly secure an electoral break- 

through that will propel it out of the margins of 
British politics. If the BNP gains dozens of new 
councillors and, more importantly, one or two Members 
of the European Parliament in June’s elections, 
Britain could be on the verge of witnessing a surge in 
far right support comparable to several other Western 
European countries. 

The BNP will never have a better opportunity to 
change the make-up of British politics than in June. 
Boundary changes will mean that most metropolitan 
and unitary authorities will have “all-out” elections 
(where every single council seat is up for election rather 
than the usual one third). On the same day the European 
elections are being contested under proportional 
representation. These two factors make it easier than 
usual for the BNP to achieve electoral success. 

Whether this happens will be determined by whether 
the anti-fascist community, joining forces with com- 
munity groups, trade unions and the political parties, 
can rise to the challenge and stop the fascists. 

The BNP will be fighting on three fronts in the June 
elections, It will be standing a full slate in the European 
elections (bar Northern Ireland), about 600 candidates 
in the local elections, and candidates in the London 
mayoral and Assembly elections. It is expecting to make 
political breakthroughs on all three fronts. 

The prize goal is elected representatives to the 
European Parliament. Elected MEPs would give the BNP 
a political legitimacy and influence it so far does not 
possess. It would also give the party a respectability that 
would greatly influence how the public and the media 
perceive it. The BNP knows this too. That is why it has 
prioritised the European elections over the local 
elections and is building a £200,000 war chest to produce 
millions of leaflets and posters for the campaign. 

Success on a European level would also give the party 
a huge financial boost. The party’s leader, Nick Griffin, 
estimates that as much as £200,000 a year will be made 
available to each MEP and he has announced that most 
of it would be directed to building the BNP. “We'd have 
full time regional organisers, full time campaign team 
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leaders, training courses for local authorities and media 
spokesmen,” he recently wrote, though he somewhat 
optimistically ignored the restrictions on how funds for 
MEPs may be used. 

So can the BNP win MEPs? 

The answer is clearly yes. In fact it will take 
surprisingly few votes to gain representation. In 1999, 
the last MEP place in the England North West 
constituency was won with just 72,000 votes, 7.72% of 
the total votes cast. In May’s local elections the BNP 
polled 19,000 votes in Burnley and Oldham alone, and in 
both towns the party did not contest every ward. 

The North West is the party’s main European target. 
Griffin is topping the list, thus ensuring considerable 
local and national media coverage. Even with one fewer 
MEP positions available, following a reduction in 
the number of UK MEPs, the BNP will only need 9% 
to guarantee a victory. It would take just 15% to secure 
two places. 

Other regions where the BNP poses a threat, albeit 
on a slightly lower scale, are the West Midlands, where 
it would need 11%, and Yorkshire & the Humber, 
where it would need 12%, though in both instances 
the percentage is of a smaller electorate than in the 
North West. 

Griffin is confident of even greater success. Writing in 
BNP journals he claims that the party could secure 
representation in the South East (8% minimum 
required), Eastern (11%) and London (9%). 

He has based his calculations on the average regional 
vote the party secured in last May’s local elections. 
He also points to recent by-election results where it 
achieved a higher percentage than that required on a 
regional basis. 

Of course this is nonsense. The BNP contested just 221 
of the 3,000 wards across Britain last May, and most of 
these were in its northern heartlands where its support 
was high. Using by-elections as a form guide is also 
misleading. The BNP has only stood in a fraction of the 
by-elections held since May, many in areas where it is 
politically strong, and the amount of work put into the 
ward to achieve the result cannot be replicated in a 
European election. 





arcs 


Success in the European elections certainly not a 
foregone conclusion. There are a number of serious 
obstacles in the BNP’s way, some organisational, 
some political, and most importantly, the BNP will face 
strong opposition. 

The BNP’s membership might be rising rapidly but it 
still has only a small pool of activists compared to the 
main parties. The recent council by-election in 
Failsworth, Oldham, saw supporters bussed in from 
around Greater Manchester, East Lancashire and even 
Yorkshire to help. While the BNP will have no problem 
mobilising its core vote in the areas it has already 
contested at a local level, the lack of activists will make it 
difficult for the party to reach the areas where it needs 
votes but has no local base and has done no previous 
campaigning. This is particularly true in the inner cities 
and vast rural areas. 

There is also evidence to suggest that some of its local 
election vote will revert to one of the main parties in a 
European (i.e. national) election. This may particularly 
be the case with some of the traditional Conservative 
voters who have switched to the BNP in West Yorkshire 
to keep Labour out (in wards where the Tories have no 
chance) or as an anti-Asian vote. With the European 
election being fought under PR, every vote counts and 
many of these voters will switch back. 

The BNP will go into the election on a strong anti-EU 
ticket but will face fierce competition for the English 
nationalist vote from both the Tories and the UK 
Independence Party (UKIP). For all its bluster about 
both parties being in terminal decline, the BNP knows it 
has a problem. 

The Tories will fight the European elections on a 
strong anti-single currency and anti-EU constitution 
campaign. Under the new leadership of Michael 
Howard it will be aggressively backed by a large section 
of the media. 

While it is true that the UKIP has been embroiled with 
internal splits and bitter infighting since it won three 
MEPs in 1999, it still represents a more respectable 
nationalist alternative to many traditional Conservative 
voters than the BNP, particularly in the south of 
England. As a result, the BNP will find it hard to reach 

























































































the minimum vote required in the South East, Eastern 
and South West regions. 

However, the BNP’s chances in the North West, 
Yorkshire & the Humber and the West Midlands will 
partly be determined by whether it can demolish the 
UKIP vote. While it is likely to succeed in the North West, 
it is unclear whether the BNP can as readily win over the 
considerable UKIP vote in North Yorkshire. 


Local elections 

The BNP will also be hoping to make substantial gains in 
the “all-out” local elections. Where every council seat is 
up for election, a BNP candidate need only come in the 
first three. Dozens of extra wards will become winnable 
as a small section of the electorate slip one of their three 
votes to a sole BNP candidate in the ward as a protest. 

It is believed that the party will stand 600 candidates 
in June, three times the number in 2003. It has publicly 
stated that it expects to win another 60 seats but 
privately some in the leadership think the figure will 
be higher. 

There are certainly a number of local authorities 
where the BNP will be a serious contender in more than 
six wards. They include Kirklees, Calderdale, Oldham, 
Pendle, Burnley, Stoke, Sandwell and Dudley. 

There will be other authorities where between three 
and six wards are at serious risk. These include 
Sunderland, Bradford, Wakefield, Blackburn, Hyndburn, 
and Walsall. 

More BNP representation at local council level will 
not only give the fascists greater local influence and 
political power, but make it harder for us to drive them 
out in the future. 


London Assembly 

The third front is London, where the BNP will be 
standing a candidate for mayor and a list in the London 
Assembly elections. Proportional representation will 
hand the BNP an Assembly place simply if it reaches the 
5% threshold. Given its support in East and Outer East 
London, this is quite feasible. A vote of 7-8% will give the 
party two places in the Assembly. 
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As with the European elections, standing a candidate 
for mayor will give the BNP a free mailshot to every 
household in London. Given the party’s appalling 
organisational state in the capital, this will form the bulk 
of its campaigning. 


The anti-fascist campaign 
The BNP can be stopped from making substantial gains 
in June. While many of the hurdles facing the BNP are 
beyond our control, there are two ways in which we can 
see off the fascists. 

Firstly, there is the matter of turnout. The higher the 
turnout, the harder it will be for the BNP to win, 
especially in the European elections. The BNP has a 
limited number of voters in each region and these will 
be disproportionately represented in the final results if 
the total voter turnout is low. Conversely, the higher the 
turnout the greater the influence of anti-BNP voters. 

The BNP itself has acknowledged that there are large 
sections of the population who will never vote for the 
BNP. These groups tend to lean heavily to Labour but 
many presently do not vote at all in local elections or 
have little interest in the European Union. If these 
people (non-voters but who hate the BNP) can be 
mobilised, the BNP vote will be reduced. 

In last May’s local elections, the BNP had high hopes 
in Sunderland. It genuinely believed that it could win 
one or two council seats and overtake the Conservatives 
as the second largest party in terms of the popular vote. 

The final results gave the BNP no councillors and 15% 
of the vote, much lower than expected. More 
interestingly, the party was unable to increase its vote 
much compared to the previous year’s local elections in 
its key target wards. In Town 
End Farm, its number one 
target, the BNP vote rose from 
28% in 2002 to 30% last year. 
This was a much smaller in- 
crease than the party achieved 
in other wards around the 
country that it had previously 


fought. 
Two factors kept the BNP 
votes down. Firstly, the 


Labour Party ran a far more 
energetic campaign than it 
had done for several years 
and secondly, an all-postal 
ballot election saw the 
turnout rise considerably. 
The conclusion is that many 
Labour voters who had felt 
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less inclined to walk down to a polling booth were 
willing to vote from home. 

Nationally, local authorities who piloted all-postal 
ballot elections saw an average turnout of 50%, 
compared to the national average of 30%. 

The second front on which the BNP can be beaten is 
through localised campaigning in its target areas. To get 
MEPs elected the BNP will need to secure huge votes in 
its core areas if it is to compensate for a lower vote in the 
inner cities and rural areas. In the North West, the BNP 
will rely on picking up the majority of its vote in the East 
Lancashire and Oldham areas. In Yorkshire & the 
Humber, it will be looking to West Yorkshire to bolster its 
vote, and in the West Midlands it will need a big vote in 
the Black Country and Stoke if it is to have any chance of 
winning an MEP in the region. 

It is common sense that reducing the BNP vote in its 
core areas will increase the chance of preventing it from 
winning at a European level as well as minimise the 
number of fascist councillors elected. 

For this to be achieved it is necessary to under- 
take serious community campaigning, involving 
localised newsletters, Voter ID, letter writing groups 
and targeting. Localised campaigning requires ward 
level work and in some cases even that needs to be 
broken down to account for different areas within one 
small locality. 

Recent BNP defeats in Calderdale, Burnley, Stoke and 
Oldham - four of its key target authorities — clearly 
demonstrate the effectiveness of localised campaigning. 
In each of these council by-elections, Searchlight 
worked with local anti-BNP groups to produce ward 
level leaflets taking up local issues. Some leaflets were 
aggressively anti-BNP while others were more positive 
“get out and vote” leaflets. Each was individually 
designed and customised to achieve a specific goal in a 
specific ward. 


Time for action 

June’s elections will be a watershed in British politics. 
Success for the BNP will make our job harder in the 
future. The BNP will be legitimised as a “right-wing” or 
“nationalist” party. It will be treated differently in the 
media and by other political parties. 

The BNP can be defeated but only if we galvanise the 
political parties, trade unionists, ethnic minority 
groups and community activists to recognise the threat 
we face. And we have no time to lose if we are to 
establish ourselves in local communities well ahead of 
the elections. 
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EUROPEAN 
ELECTIONS 
EXPLAINED 


THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS will be contested under a 
form of proportional representation, called the Regional 
List System, using the d’Hondt formula. Unlike other 
forms of PR, such as the Single Transferable Vote, where 
electors cast more than one vote in order of preference, 
the d’Hondt system allows just one vote for the party or 
independent candidate of the voter’s choice. 

Each geographical region in the UK forms a 
constituency that elects a number of MEPs in proportion 
to its population. Each political party prepares a list of 
candidates for each region it wants to contest, ranked in 
order. The party with the most votes gets its first 
candidate elected and then its original vote is divided by 
the number of candidates of that party so far elected 
plus one. The party which then has the biggest vote gets 
a candidate elected and its original vote is likewise 
divided by the number of its candidates so far elected 
plus one. If an independent has the highest vote in any 
round then the seat goes to that individual. The process 
continues until all the places have been allocated. 

The d’Hondt system allows parties with lower initial 
votes the chance to win seats. 

It also makes it impossible to determine precisely how 
many votes a party needs to get a candidate elected. 
In the example shown here, the BNP gets an MEP with 
9%. That is the percentage that guarantees the fascists 
an MEP in the North West for any realistic distribution of 
votes among other parties. However there are some 
scenarios in which the BNP might get elected with just 
8%. This would be the case in the example here if, say, 
the Liberal Democrats got less than 16% and the other 
votes went to no-hopers. A vote for a no-hoper can make 
it easier for the BNP to get in. 

In each region it is possible to determine a minimum 
percentage required to guarantee a BNP MEP for any 
realistic distribution of votes among the other parties. 
Especially in regions that elect few MEPs, the BNP could get 
an MEP with a much lower percentage than the minimum, 
but election would not be guaranteed. For example in the 
North East the BNP would get an MEP whatever its 
percentage, provided it came third and its vote was more 
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Example 


Here is an example of how the system would work in 
the North West if the Conservatives poll 37%, Labour 
30%, Liberal Democrats 17%, BNP 9%, Greens 6% 
and UK Independence Party 1%. The North West will 
elect nine MEPs in June, one fewer than in 1999. 
The numbers in bold signify an elected candidate. 
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Here the Conservatives have the largest percentage 
vote so they take the first MEP position. Their vote is 
then divided by two (one MEP elected plus one). 

The second MEP elected is Labour because 
Labour’s 30% is the highest vote after the 
Conservative vote has been reduced. Labour’s vote 
is then divided by two. 

In the third round the Conservatives’ 18.5% is 
the highest vote so they get another MEP elected. 
Their original 37% vote is then divided by three 
(two MEPs elected plus one). 

The fourth MEP place goes to the Liberal 
Democrats, the fifth to Labour, and so on. In the 
ninth round the BNP’s 9% is the highest vote so the 
top candidate on its list takes the last MEP place. 

The final result is four Conservatives elected, 
three Labour, one Liberal Democrat and one BNP. 
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The BNP’s 
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The British National ‘Party is a classic fascist 
organisation whose leaders believe in Nazi race- 
science and whose members carry out physical 
attacks on their perceived opponents. These are 
the simple facts that they keep concealed from 
their voters. When the BNP goes on the doorstep - 
its propaganda draped in the union flag —- it wants 
us to believe that it really is just a party standing up 
for beleaguered local people. As local election 
results have shown over the recent past, many 


people have been taken 


in by the BNP’s 


respectable facade. By Steve Silver 


STOP 
ML [THe 


Men in suits: a short history of the BNP 

The BNP is no ordinary political party. It is a split from 
the 1970s National Front and harbours in its leadership 
people who started their political life in Oswald Mosley’s 
prewar British Union of Fascists, the postwar Union 
Movement and even more hardline organisations such 
as the 1960s National Socialist Movement. 

The BNP was founded in 1982 a few years after the 
National Front’s electoral disaster of 1979, when the 
Conservatives stole its thunder on the issue of racism, 
the one topic on which it had gained most of its support. 

The 1980s were wilderness years for Britain's fascists as 
they operated on the margins of political life. The BNP 
spent much of this period distributing material such as 
Holocaust News, which argued that the extermination of 
six million Jews didn’t happen. Its obsession with 
antisemitism was never really concealed. Led by John 
Tyndall, who had been in the National Socialist 
Movement in the 1960s — and is an unabashed nazi — it 
found it difficult to make progress. The media would 
wheel out photos - usually courtesy of Searchlight — of 
Tyndall in nazi-style uniform, which just wasn't 
something that was going to appeal to the British public. 

The international demise of the left in the late 1980s 
gave the BNP a new found confidence. In 1989 it set up a 
headquarters in Welling, southeast London. Within a 
couple of years it had a significant base in the area and 
BNP supporters were involved in considerable violence. 
In 1991 BNP supporters launched a violent attack on an 
anti-racist demonstration in Bermondsey. Demonstrators 
were beaten up and the BNP held an impromptu 
celebratory rally. This was just at the time that the Soviet 
Union was collapsing. Steve Tyler, the local BNP election 
candidate brought together some of the key elements of 
the BNP’s fascism when he told the assembled mob: 

“All blacks are muggers, all blacks have got Aids, we 
want them out of our country, we want white power. 
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What we have seen in Southwark today is exactly the 
same as we have seen in Russia over the past week. 
People power, white power, BNP power.” 

There one could see the racism, violence and anti- 
communism coalesce. Like the old Nazi song they 
believed that “tomorrow” belonged to them. Racial 
violence in southeast London was to infamously 
culminate in the murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1993 at 
the hands of young BNP sympathisers. 

In September 1993 the BNP’s chief steward, Derek 
Beackon, was elected for a short time to the local council 
in Millwall, east London. The BNP was unable to build 
on this success and it was not until Tyndall was ousted 
from leadership by the younger Cambridge educated 
Nick Griffin in 1999 that things began to change. 

British fascists had looked longingly at how the Front 
National in France and the NPD in Germany were 
building up their membership and vote while the BNP 
remained a fringe phenomenon. Under Griffin's 
leadership the party began a process of “mainstreaming”, 
of shedding some of the things that had stifled its growth. 
Above all else, it went for an image change. 

At an ideological level there is little difference between 
Tyndall and Griffin. They had both been in the original 
National Front. They both believe the planet is in the grip 
of an international Jewish conspiracy, and this shapes 
their world view. While it is the BNP’s anti-Asian racism 
that we see at street level today, the BNP itself sees non- 
white immigration into Britain as part of a Jewish plot to 
undermine the white race. This isn’t of course an original 
idea and can be found in Hitler's Mein Kampf. 

Under Griffin’s leadership the BNP changed its public 
face. Griffin sought out the media and cultivated it in a 
way that Tyndall never managed. 

Griffin became wrote an article in Spearhead which 
explained why the BNP was ditching its policy of 
compulsory repatriation of non-white citizens. It was 
not because he no longer believed in it, but because for 
the time being it was unacceptable to the British public. 
The BNP went for an image change, and the media loved 
it. The BNP set up a media-monitoring unit, the main 












































purpose of which was to complain if it felt the party did 
not get fair coverage. Also, whenever the media needed 
someone to speak on the topic of racism, the BNP could 
wheel out a spokesperson. That's how Griffin became a 
household name. 

From the mid-1990s the BNP became well aware that 
one of the greatest problems that the National Front had 
faced was the violence associated with its 
demonstrations. It’s hard to win council seats if the only 
thing people have seen or heard about you is your 
violence. That is why the BNP stopped attempting to hold 
marches and demonstrations, so that it could not be seen 
to be publicly associated with violence. It is this media 
savvy BNP that has secured a swathe of councillors. 


The BNP jackboot: from theory to thuggery 

The BNP’s racism is its most public expression of bigotry. 
However, what distinguishes the BNP as a fascist 
organisation is its fusion of nationalism, anti- 
communism, anti-rationality and crucially antisemitism 
and racism. The fact that its entire world view is refracted 
through the prism of antisemitism and _ race 
distinguishes it from all legitimate political parties. Yes, 
the other political parties have racists in them, they even 
pass racist immigration laws, but they don’t reduce 
everything to: race. This was the Nazi contribution to 
European fascism — where race is all. This makes the BNP 
not only a fascist party but a nazi one. 

Having said that, it would be a mistake to get hung up 
on the “theory”. Fascist theory, such as it is, is a mish- 
mash of racism mixed with socialist rhetoric, unper- 
turbed by its internal irrationality because rationality 
isn’t considered to be a virtue anyway. For fascists what 
is important is racist intuition and “action”. 

What this “action” means in practice is plain to see in 
the form of the violence and intimidation that it metes 
out to its political opponents, who are often white trade 
unionists or other political activists. 

Violence is endemic to fascism, even among those 
such as the BNP who are going for respectability and 
trying their utmost to shake off the skinhead boot boy 





image in favour of suits and electioneering. While the 
BNP avoids public clashes with anti-fascists so that it 
can keep a clean image, out of the public eye its activists 
intimidate and attack their opponents. During the local 
election campaign in May 2003 these incidents occurred 
in so many places across the country that they 
demonstrated how coordinated the campaign was. 

A key part of the BNP’s campaign of intimidation is the 
Redwatch internet site where details of the BNP’s are 
opponents are published so that they can be lined up for 
physical attack. BNP activists and organisers regularly 
pass information to the website, which is linked to 
Combat 18, and threaten anti-fascists with putting 
their details on it. Several BNP activists, including 
Tony Wentworth, the Young BNP organiser, have taken 
photographs that later appeared on the Redwatch site. 


Smash the British Nazi Party 

Our task is to pin the nazi label firmly on the 
organisation, as was done with the National Front in 
the 1970s. The only way this is going to happen is if we 
understand what it is about the BNP that puts it outside 
the realms of legitimate political expression. 

This job is made more difficult by the fact that there are 
few people around today who would instinctively 
recognise and recoil from a fascist party. Even when anti- 
fascists brand the BNP as fascist or nazi, these terms are 
used so loosely today in other forums that as a political 
concept they are meaningless to many people. After all, 
most people alive today were not yet born when fascism 
was in power in Europe, there are hardly any survivors left 
who bore witness to the extermination and concentration 
camps, and the passage of time has consigned the reality 
of fascism and nazism to the history books. 

Because BNP propaganda is primarily opposed to 
“asylum-seekers” and Muslims, it is easy to view the 
BNP - wrongly - as solely an expression of organised 
racism. This is how it wants to be seen, as a populist 
party that refuses to be intimidated by “political 
correctness” on the issue of race. If we view the BNP as 
just a racist party and sling the epithet “fascist” at it as 
merely a term of abuse then we have little chance of 
driving it back. 

Racism is what the BNP uses to build its base of 
support and its effects have devastated communities. 
The BNP has been instrumental in whipping up serious 
racist disturbances in the northwest of Britain recently, 
but in other places too over the years. 

Yet the BNP sees the world as being in the grip of a 
Jewish conspiracy in which all else fits into place. 
The BNP believes that capitalist “globalisation”, trade 
union socialism, non-white immigration and de- 
industrialisation are part of a Jewish plot to create a “one 
world government”. 

Understanding that there is more to the BNP than its 
racism is essential to organising successfully against it. 
The BNP cannot be defeated by anti-racist organisations 
alone, only by broader forces that include people 
campaigning on other key issues in their localities. 
The main political parties, trade unions and community 
groups need to confront the BNP head on and expose it 
for what it is. We will not defeat the BNP by campaigning 
solely against racism or antisemitism or its anti-leftism. 
The BNP’s politics are a fusion of all these things so it 
cannot be successfully beaten by attacking one element. 
The BNP needs to be treated and exposed as the bunch of 
nazis that it is. History has taught us that only a full scale 
gloves-off onslaught both within and outside of electoral 
politics against the BNP nazis can drive them back. 


New clothes, 
same old 
nazis: Nick 
Griffin flees 
an election 
meeting 
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Griffin comes from a right-wing background; three 
generations of his family are currently involved with 
the BNP. However, he is a relative newcomer to the 
organisation. 

Griffin went to his first National Front meeting when 
he was 15, but did not join until he was a student at 


“¥ Cambridge University, where he studied for a law 
~, degree. He was quick to rise through the ranks, 


becoming the NF national organiser by 1978. 
In 1980, Griffin launched the magazine Nationalism 
Today with the help of Joe Pearce, the former editor 
of Bulldog, a youth magazine for which Pearce was 

\_ imprisoned on account of its racism. Nationalism 
_ | Today became the springboard for the Third 
: Positionist ideas based on the theory of the Italian 

national socialist Julius Evola that the NF later 

adopted. Griffin and Pearce argued that a “third 

way” was needed to transcend the evils of both 

- Capitalism and communism, which they argued 
- were Zionist — that is, Jewish — controlled. 

A strong influence on _ Griffin’s political 
development was the Italian fascist Roberto Fiore. 
Fiore belonged to the Italian Third Positionist 
- Armed Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR) and arrived in 
Britain with several other people who were wanted 
- in connection with terrorist offences, including 
people implicated in the bombing of Bologna 
railway station in 1980, which killed 85 people. 


BNP will be beaten 
Timeltimeeiii ti iiatst 


Searchlight has given top priority to assisting and 
supporting community-based organisations combating 
the BNP over the past few years. These groups exist in 
dozens of places in Britain. 

Some of these anti-BNP groups are anti-racist 
coalitions recently set up to combat local BNP 
electioneering. Others have been established longer, by 
individuals whose activism goes back to the 1970s and 
beyond. Often we find ourselves working with trade union 
branches and trades councils, hundreds of which are 
now affiliated to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight. 
Some trades councils that were virtually moribund have 
been revived by their new-found role of taking the lead in 
combating fascism in their area. 

The reason that we have given priority to organising at 
grass-roots level is because we recognise that the BNP 
despite being a “national” party, is building its electoral 
successes on the back of specifically tailored local 


THREE FACES OF FASCISM 
The men behind the BNP 


The bombing was intended as a punishment for the 
citizens of “red” Bologna for voting communist. 

The NF embraced the ideology of the Third Position as 
the Griffin faction took control, but soon began to make 
some strange alliances. His “political soldiers” wing met 
representatives of Colonel Gaddafi’s regime in Libya and 
expressed support for it and for Ayatollah Khomeini in 
Iran. During this period Griffin took an all-expenses 
paid trip to Libya as a guest of the Gaddafi regime. 

Writing in Nationalism Today in 1985, Griffin praised 
the black separatist Louis Farrakhan, saying, “white 
nationalists everywhere wish [Farrakhan] well, for we 
share a common struggle for the same ends: Racial 
Separation and Racial Freedom’. 

In 1989, Griffin left the NF and formed the 
International Third Position, a fanatical Catholic fascist 
group. The ITP campaigned against Coca Cola, 
McDonald's, urbanisation and “Zionism”. 

In 1995, Griffin joined the BNP. He had become editor of 
The Rune, an antisemitic quarterly produced by Croydon 
BNP. At the time he announced that the BNP should 
prioritise denying the Holocaust to schoolchildren. 

Griffin has undergone a seemingly miraculous political 
transformation as he is at the forefront of the BNP’s 
cosmetic changes, leading many to question his true 
motivations. After joining the BNP Griffin immediately 
had designs on a leadership position. In 1996 he became 
the editor of Spearhead, the monthly magazine published 
by the BNP’s former leader, John Tyndall, a position he 
held until he became BNP leader three years later. 

Today Griffin speaks of the need for respectable 


campaigns. Gone are the marches and rallies that you 
would expect of an old-style fascist party; over recent 
years they have been replaced by door-to-door leafleting 
and canvassing with great emphasis placed on local 
issues. In places with poor-performing councils where 
the mainstream parties do little or no work, it is hardly 
surprising that the BNP can present itself as the solution 
to problems — if you are white of course. 

The BNP’s current strategy is rooted in the experience 
of the early 1990s when on the back of a local “Rights 
for Whites” campaign in the East End of London, its then 
chief steward, Derek Beackon, was elected to Tower 
Hamlets council in a by-election in 1993. 

However, under John Tyndall’s leadership the BNP 
Yel rclave(ziacveimuarcwmeye)ele)aaelaliavarslaremmicli(ceet(tiaualqsesjale)aaac-1 aa) 
to build on Beackon’s success. When the seat came up 
for election again six months later, although the BNP 
increased its vote, a superb anti-fascist mobilisation 
ensured Beackon was ousted. In addition, Beackon was 
a diabolical representative, only able to operate in any 
meaningful sense when the BNP’s then full-timer, 
Richard Edmonds, pulled his strings. 

The anti-fascist mobilisation in Tower Hamlets was a 
model campaign in terms of local organising. It remains 
a campaign that anti-fascists should study and learn from. 





community-based politics. Yet it was only a short while 
ago that in reference to the election of Derek Beackon as 
a BNP councillor in Tower Hamlets, east London, in 
1993 he wrote in The Rune: “The electors of Millwall did 
not back a Post-Modernist Rightist Party, but what they 
perceived to be a strong, disciplined organisation with 
the ability to back up its slogan ‘Defend Rights for 
Whites’ with well-directed boots and fists. When the 
crunch comes, power is the product of force and will, 
not of rational debate.” 

Griffin nailed his antisemitic and nazi colours to 
the mast when he wrote the pamphlet, Who are the 
Mindbenders? which claims to prove that British people 
are brainwashed through Jewish control of the media. 
In 1996, Griffin attacked the Holocaust denier David 
Irving for admitting that some Jews might have died in 
the Holocaust. 

On the theme of the Holocaust Griffin once declared: 
“T am well aware that the orthodox opinion is that 6 
million Jews were gassed and cremated or turned into 
lampshades. Orthodox opinion also once held that the 
earth is flat ... | have reached the conclusion that the 
‘extermination’ tale is a mixture of Allied wartime 
propaganda, extremely profitable lie, and latter day 
witch-hysteria.” (Carlisle Two Defence Fund Bulletin) 

In 1998, Griffin was found guilty of distributing 
material likely to incite racial hatred, for which he 
received a two-year suspended jail sentence. 


Director of Group Development 





Lecomber proposes a 
eugenics programme in the 
style of Josef Mengele for a 
BNP Britain. He advocates 
a “racially purer” Britain 
through the sterilisation of 
the poor, the sick and the 
disabled. He argues that 
\ the rich are “genetically 





The significance of the “Right’s for Whites” campaign 
and Beackon’s election cannot be overestimated. 
Although the BNP did not secure any more councillors for 
several years it learnt an important lesson. That was that 
local campaigning, canvassing and organising - 
community politics — held the key to the advance of 
fascism in Britain. Traditional anti-fascist street methods 
such as counter-demonstrations would be rendered 
useless with the BNP’s new strategy. 

In 1998, long before any of the current BNP 
councillors were elected, Tony Lecomber explained this 
strategy in Spearhead: 

“The self-proclaimed radical Left gave up real politics 
years ago, after consistently coming a poor second to the 
National Front in the seventies. With the acceptance that 
they had no popular support, and with the defeat of 
Communism in the East, leftists everywhere knew that 
the ‘inevitable’ march of Marxism had been halted. 
All they have left now is violence ... The BNP recognised 
this historical theme several years ago when it turned its 
back decisively on the confrontational strategy of its past. 
A ielee c-r-\fe)ehice)mc-) er-lare loyal ay-aceve) alice) gie-ye(elarc)ecytcs(-tm ele) Liles 
was because it hindered our political progress, and was 
the only thing holding our extreme opponents together.” 

Lecomber went on to describe what he believed was 





superior” to ordinary people and that poor people 
should not be allowed to have their own children. 

Lecomber isn’t only a man of theory. He has been a 
recidivist criminal since his early teens. In 1985 he tried 
to blow up the headquarters of a left-wing party with a 
home-made nail bomb but failed when the bomb went 
off in his car. He received a remarkably short prison 
sentence of three years for the attempt and for 
possessing hand grenades and electronic detonators. In 
October 1990 he beat up a Jewish schoolteacher who 
tore down a BNP sticker at a tube station on the day of 
the BNP’s annual conference and the following day was 
arrested for affray for his part in an attack on anti- 
fascists distributing leaflets in the East End. He got three 
years for the unlawful wounding of the teacher. 
The affray charge was dropped because by the time of 
the trial he was already in prison. 


Editor of the BNP magazine Identity 





Now in his seventies, John Bean joined 
Oswald Mosley’s Union Movement in 
1950. He taught John Tyndall electoral 
politics and played a leading role in a 
number of fascist organisations in the 
1950s and 1960s. 

In the 1960s Bean was editor of the 
hardline Combat magazine and was 
imprisoned for his fascist activities. 
In 1962 he was quoted in the Daily Mail 
describing himself as “the Goebbels of 
Britain’s Nazis”. His autobiography recounts how he and 
other fascists used to sing Mosley songs to German Nazi 
tunes while in prison. 

For a couple of decades Bean retired from political 
activity. Now he is back playing an important role in 
the BNP. His presence is significant in that he forms a 
living link to Britain’s fascist past. References in Identity 
to things like “the old gang parties”, which are pure 
Mosley-speak, demonstrate his influence. 





the winning formula for the BNP in 1993 and would be 
the winning formula in the future: 

“Going on the doorstep, canvassing and presenting a 
better image to people, empathising with our people, 
talking to them about their problems and advancing 
popular solutions is real politics and it is better politics. 
This was how we won Millwall [Tower Hamlets] and came 
within an ace of winning a seat in neighbouring Newham.” 

While of course the political climate is far better for 
the BNP today than a decade ago there can be no doubt 
that the BNP’s methods, which were tempered in 1993, 
work. Therefore the fascists’ approach must be counter- 
acted with an anti-fascist strategy that works at the 
same local level. 

In addition, to defeat the BNP will require solid 
intelligence on what the fascists are up to in the various 
places they are targeting. A successful campaign is one 
that is informed by knowledge of where the BNP is 
leafleting, who its main activists are and what the key 
local issues are on which it will be campaigning. 

posrclaritlifiaiaaiyilieelalaig(e(cwcou el Uli(e Mele lceltlaniWela cea iiaap (efer=|| 
groups to defeat the BNP because experience has shown 
that in the places that the BNP have suffered defeats 
recently it has been these groups, armed with good local 
fe) ge) eyctex-lalet- Pama arciaa arc\"(c laliltenccve mda (-i0e 








INTERVIEW 


Adrian Askew, General Secretary of CONNECT, 
talks to Searchlight about the vital need for 
community activism to defeat the fascists. 


interview by Maureen Foster. 


unions since 





on the BNP on their own ground”. 


Of course it is easy to see what should be done but not 
so easy to achieve it. Adrian recognises the difficulty of 
finding local activists and realises that there is a huge 
job to be done of inspiring and developing grassroots 
activism. However he is optimistic and says that his and 
a number of other trade unions are moving forward on 


the question of developing local activism. 


CONNECT, he. says, have put massive resources 
into building local organisation in the union to develop 
its effectiveness. For CONNECT part of that process is 
to explain to activists and reps what is going on in 
workplaces and at community level. The union is small, 
with around 20,000 members, most of whom live in 
middle-class areas. A lot of the members, he says, “feel 
racism and the threat of fascism don’t touch them, 
although they would find racism and fascism 


abhorrent”. 


Adrian feels that the challenge for his union is to 
encourage members to take the next step. “How do we 
engage our members to be active against fascism at the 
local level and engage our branches in the struggle and 
the wider political issues,” he asks. This is the issue for 

STOP the union “for we must win the battle against the BNP”. 
MM [THE! He feels the union is beginning to make headway 
and develop activity in some regions, for example 


the northwest. 
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TRADE UNION 


ONNECT is the trade 
Gave: for workers in 

telecommunications, 
information technology and 
related industries and Adrian 
Askew was elected as _ its 
General Secretary less than 
a year ago. He has worked 
as a full-time official for a 
number of different trade 


He explains, “I got involved 
in anti-fascist activity when 
I lived in Manchester in the 
seventies and worked with 
the local Communist Party 
and local activists against the 
Adrian Askew, nazis in the National Front. We opposed them in the 
active anti- community and stopped them marching in Moss Side.” 
fascist since Adrian thinks that, in some ways, we are in a similar 
the 1970s position today fighting to stop the BNP which is taking 
advantage of discontent and apathy in working-class 
communities. He is unequivocal. “Labour must respond 
upfront against the BNP and push the fascists back.” 
Rebuilding local activism, he maintains, is central to the 
fight against fascism and he fully endorses Searchlight’s 
work in communities to develop and support local anti- 
fascist groups. He argues strongly that “the key to 
defeating the BNP is working at the local level and taking 


I ask Adrian about the role of political parties in the 
struggle against fascism. He feels strongly that the 
Labour Party, as the party in government, should send a 
clear signal that it is totally opposed to the agenda of the 
BNP and take on the fascists head on. This means “not 
targeting asylum seekers thereby playing into the hands 
of racists and fascists”. 

He maintains that the position of the Home Office on 
asylum seekers over the past six months has been 
absurd. He talks about the many contradictory 
statements, polices and positions emanating from the 
government, for example “they are swamping us’, then, 
“they are really economic migrants”. Now, he says, the 
government maintains “refugees are good for the 
economy as long as they have got skills”. This, he 
argues, “does not amount to thought through policy — 
it is simply reacting. The government have to make it 
clear, and dispel the myth, of no difference between 
economic migrants and refugees.” He goes further, 
asserting that in a global economy people have every 
right to live anywhere they please as long as they have 
the means to live. 

As anti-fascists know, the BNP repeatedly targets 
asylum seekers in its propaganda even in areas where 
very few asylum seekers live. Adrian is aware that the 
government's lack of clarity on asylum seekers and its 
failure to stand up to the racist agenda on asylum 
generate a lack of confidence in arguing the issues. 

“If the government were clearer on asylum policies,” 
he maintains, “then local councillors would feel more 
confident about confronting the BNP on their local 
ground. This has to be addressed by Labour and there 
must be a clear lead from the centre.” 

But having outlined what the government needs to 
address on asylum, Adrian recognises that there are 
deeper issues that trade unions are certainly working to 
address and that the Labour Party also needs to address. 
He recognises that we have had over 20 years of 
individualist politics and that the days are long gone 
when five or six people would go out on the hustings 
aiming to be elected Labour Party councillors. Local 
people feel more distanced from the party and this 
needs to be reversed. 

Trade unions, he also acknowledges, have allowed 
local organisation to wither on the vine. He says that in 
CONNECT they saw this happening and have put 
resources in on the ground to reverse this. This will 
develop a new generation of activists in the anti-fascist 
and Labour movements. 

Asked about the union's position on fascist infiltration 
of the union, Adrian maintains that to his knowledge 
CONNECT does not have fascist members. He is 
strongly opposed to fascist membership of trade unions 
and declares, “if we found we had a fascist in our 
union I would recommend to my EC that they be 
expelled, with or without backing from the law”. He goes 
on, “if you have a union dedicated to equality, as we do, 
then you must pursue that position. There is no place for 
fascists in our union.” 

CONNECT has recently affiliated to Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight and Adrian has some 
encouraging words for our work. “Without doubt the 
fight against fascism would be impossible without 
Searchlight,” he says. He acknowledges Searchlight’s 
“bravery” in investigative work and declares, “we are 
impressed by Searchlight’s development of vital work 
with communities to combat the BNP. It is important 
for all our members that Searchlight goes on from 
strength to strength.” 





Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

®@ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

§ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

& Special rates on training and educational materials. 

® New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 
Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Union 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 


Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 

















Position 
Address 
Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) 
Email 





Affiliation rates per year: : 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 


50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more 


than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG m Tel 020 7681 8660 m Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com m www.searchlightmagazine.com 





Position 





Address 





Postcode 





Telephone (h) 





(w) 





Fax 


Mobile 








Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


Searchlight Fighting Fund 


There is no let-up in our campaign to defeat the 
BNP. In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we 
worked with locally based anti-fascist and anti- 
racist groups defending towns and cities against 
the fascist threat. We helped them produce 
thousands of local leaflets and published 
400,000 copies of our special edition Searchlight 
newspaper. We could not have done this without 
the generous support of trade unions. 

The BNP now has 17 councillors. There is a 
' huge amount of work to be done if that number 
is to be reduced rather than grow next year. 
And it is essential that the campaign is waged 
all year round. We urgently need to build a solid 
financial base to continue and extend our 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — 
please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 


We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly 
standing order. Please help us to build and 
continue the work. Together we will win! 


Name 





Union 





Address 





Postcode 











I enclose my donation of £ 





(Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 








Please debit my account with the sum of £ 
immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 





Your bank name and address 








Post code 





Sort code 


Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 


Your account no 





Signature Date 





Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
direct to your bank. 








é4Searchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.?7 Kevin Curran General Sectetiey GMB 
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SEARCHLIGHT DRIVES A 
WEDGE BETWEEN YOUNG 
PEOPLE AND RACISTS "eth at 


Mathew 
Collins 
speaking at 
Parliament at 
the launch 
meeting of 
Operation 
Wedge 


| 





Australia. Still a young man, he had been involved in 

nazi politics since his early teens and later worked 
with Searchlight inside the National Front headquarters 
and among British National Party and Combat 18 
activists. The murderous nature of Combat 18 and its 
close links with the paramilitary UDA in Northern Ireland 
had put his life at risk. Matthew’s work against the nazis 
and racists was not motivated by financial gain or public 
acclaim but was an attempt to offer something back to a 
society that he felt he had helped damage. 

While in Australia Matthew wrote regularly for 
Searchlight on British fascists and the Australian far right. 
Now Searchlight is proud to be in a position to appoint 
Matthew to head “Operation Wedge”, a long-term project 
to intervene with young people who are on the path to 
serious racist involvement and the criminality that goes 
with it. Here Matthew Collins describes his homecoming 
and the launch of phase 1 of Operation Wedge, the 
publication of Signs of Hate, a handbook for the criminal 
justice system, educationalists and youth workers. 

When the directorship of “Operation Wedge” was first 
offered to me, | felt uncomfortable with the concept. | am 
not an academic, and though | have written and 
campaigned extensively in the past ten years against racism 
and fascism, | could not help but wonder what part | could 
play constructively in the community in combating and 
educating against hate crime. In 1998 | made a submission 
to the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry based on my knowledge 
and experience of the attitudes and attractions of hate 
groups to a large section of white working-class kids. 
They are, in many ways, fodder. Votes for hate do not come 
without members to push hate-filled leaflets; hate-filled 
leaflets are not written and printed without a receptive 
constituency. Ignore that feeling, chastise it or work around 
it, and you isolate it from the common good. Then you 
give members to hate groups, then you get hate, and 
then you begin to see a divided and often lost sense of 
a diverse community. 

The idea of working inside communities, working with the 
potential for hate crime, was born out of that inquiry. 


Te years ago Matthew Collins went into exile in 
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The Macpherson report failed to cover adequately the 
influence and impact that hate groups had in the racially 
motivated murders that plagued south London in the 
1990s. It was my experience and opinion that if there is a 
real will and determination by authorities to tackle racial 
hatred and hate crime, the hate groups have to be tackled 
and their message debunked, or better still, challenged 
head-on within and by the community. 

Although the report did highlight the very real issues 
that had affected black and ethnic communities in London 
and did go some way to raising people’s awareness and 
understanding of the debilitating nature of racism, it chose to 
ignore the largest and often most insular group in that area, 
white youth. The evidence of lack of organisation and often 
lack of cohesion with their neighbours, coupled with real 
and legitimate housing, education and employment concerns 
for all youth was also widely ignored or dismissed. 
The Macpherson Report did not complement, as it could 
have done, the Scarman Report into the Brixton riots of 
1981, it was, in my vernacular, just wide of the mark in terms 
of who the perpetrators of hate crime and racist murder are. 

So with Operation Wedge and with those objectives, 
| have been offered a great and unique opportunity to put 
back into the community a small part of what | may have 
taken out over a number of years, when | was a part of 
some of those organisations that have benefited from the 
vacuum that exists between young people and the many 
services and organisations that they come into contact 
with. | strongly believe that although there is an enormous 
amount of work still to be done by people of al/ 
communities and faiths to make modern London, indeed 
modern Britain, work properly and cohesively, there is 
already a number of bodies realising the feeling of isolation 
and indeed loss in communities that manifests itself in acts 
of injustice, vandalism, racism and often violence. 

Some five years after the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry and 
with the support of the Association of London Government 
and the London Probation Area (LPA) among others, | am 
pleased that Operation Wedge has published its first 
handbook, Signs of Hate. In working with the LPA’s Diversity 
section first hand, | have already observed good, important 
and dedicated work being done by the 
probation service in tackling hate crime and 
its offenders head-on. 

As the book’s title suggests, it offers an 
insight into the culture and fashion of racism 
and racial hatred that the authorities and 
services have to tackle. | hope those who 
receive the handbook and read it learn the 
importance of seeking out those early signs 
of hatred and, further still, use and benefit 
from the 40 years of experience that has 
gone into the publication and indeed the 
work Operation Wedge does. The object of 
Operation Wedge is not to criminalise or 
stigmatise working-class kids, but to work in 
conjunction with those services in identifying 
the very first signs of what is an unrewarding 
and unfulfilling life of hate. 






































Toate aS 


News from the sewers 


Enough to make 
you Trimble 


avid Trimble, Whitehall’s man of choice in Ulster, 
D:: pretty badly in the Northern Ireland Assembly 

elections last November. His Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP) was pushed into second place by Ian Paisley’s 
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP). Had the UUP done 
better, and in particular if it had won a third seat in the 
six-member Belfast South constituency, he might have 
had another huge embarrassment on his hands, because 
the man who would have got elected is John Hiddleston. 

Hiddleston, 50, has been known to Searchlight readers 
for 25 years. He appeared in our “What Their Papers Say” 
column in May 1978 as an example of the National 
Front’s attachment to Ulster Protestant militancy. 
Writing in John Tyndall’s magazine Spearhead, which in 
those days supported the NF of which Tyndall was the 
leader, Hiddleston referred to, “Those of us who have 
seen action with the National Front” and went on to 
write about “a resurgence of fighting spirit” in Britain. 

Hiddleston is a former activist in a number of right- 
wing groups including Ulster Vanguard and the United 
Ulster Unionist Party. He joined the NF in the mid 1970s 
and was active as a student at Queen's University in 
Belfast. He also edited the NF’s Northern Ireland 
journal, British Ulsterman, which at that time was being 
printed by John McKeague, leader of the loyalist 
paramilitary Red Hand Commando. His introduction to 
the NF had come through Alan Harvey, an NF activist in 
London, whom he met through an uncle. 

Harvey emigrated to South Africa and helped 
Hiddleston to find work and accommodation when he 
followed in 1979. Soon Hiddleston was involved in 
setting up and editing the magazine South African 
Patriot, which was published in broad support of the 
far-right Herstigte National Party. 

Soon old comrades became new enemies and after 
political differences and accusations over missing funds 
Hiddleston returned to Northern Ireland in 1983. 
Harvey’s dislike of him followed him home. Harvey 
wrote to Sam Duddy, editor of the UDA journal, Ulster, 
dishing up “dirt” on him. Duddy was quick to make use 
of this information and accused him in Ulster of feeding 
British Intelligence on extremist groups in Ulster, in 
particular their contacts with the NF and far-right 
groups in South Africa. 

In an attempt to protect himself, Hiddleston went 
public and told his story to the Belfast Sunday News. 
Through the paper he requested a meeting with UDA 





senior officers to clear up the accusations against him. 
But in the end he fled back to South Africa. 

The affair cemented the relationship between Duddy 
and Harvey. In a later letter to Duddy, Harvey offered to 
help track down the UDA “supergrass” Joe Bennett, who 
had testified against leading UDA members in a Belfast 
arms trial that led to them receiving long prison terms. 
The UDA believed Bennett was in South Africa and 
Harvey promised that South African Patriot would do its 
best to find him if Duddy could provide a photograph of 
and more information. 

When Searchlight took another look in 1989 at the 
connections between the South African apartheid state 
and Protestant paramilitaries in Northern Ireland, we 
suggested that Hiddleston had maintained his links with 
hardline paramilitary groups such as Ulster Resistance. 
At the time, Donald Acheson, a former activist in the 
violent loyalist Ulster Volunteer Force, had been 
detained in Namibia for his alleged role in the killing of 
the SWAPO leader Anton Lubowsky, and three Ulster 
Resistance members were sitting in a Paris cell over an 
arms for Ulster deal that had gone wrong. 

The Political Soldier wing of the NE whose leaders 
included Nick Griffin, today’s British National Party 
boss, took a keen interest in Northern Ireland via NF 
members such as David Kerr. A publication called Ulster 
Patriot, looking remarkably like its South African 
counterpart, acted as a front for the fascists. Griffin and 
the Political Soldiers, who included people who had 
refused to condemn IRA bombings of civilians, were 
calling on Northern Ireland voters to spoil their ballot 
papers with the words “Paris 3”. 

The trail then goes cold until Hiddleston reemerges as 
a Belfast Council candidate for the UUP candidate. 
Strangely, his brief profile on the UUP website mentions 
that he acted as press officer for the UUP from 1975 
to 1977. It describes his special interests as “preserving 
our heritage; forging overseas contacts; law and order”. 
But is Trimble aware of his background? 

As to Harvey, he has long been back in the UK. At first 
he continued to run South African Patriot, then the 
White Rhino Club and now a broader political home- 
from-home for ex-pat whites leaving Zimbabwe and 
South Africa and wanting to keep in touch with their 
old-style politics. 

Harvey has found himself between a rock and a hard 
place, trying on the one hand to drop his old hardline 
associations and, on the other, to ingratiate himself with 
far-right circles where the good, bad and ugly of British 
politics unite. The problem is that many of them hold 
the same views he is so keen to abandon. 

Some accuse him of going cold on fascism and racism. 
Others among his current associates describe him 
behind his back as a Jew. 
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Declarations of war 


Pat Hennings for Expo/Antifa-Nat in Stockholm 


THE PRO-TERRORIST Swedish Resistance Movement’s 
top brass move in with the German nazi lawyer Jiirgen 
Rieger. Its leader Klas Lund, a former White Aryan 
Resistance top gun and convicted killer, is arrested 
on arms charges. Rieger’s mansion is allegedly torched. 
And 2,000 nazis march through south Stockholm in one 
of Europe's biggest fascist events of the year. 

It has been a busy time for Swedish nazis recently. 

The story begins, however, with the formation of the 
racist campaign organisation Keep Sweden Swedish 
(BSS) in the early 1980s. BSS, breaking out of the 
boundaries imposed on isolated postwar fascist sects, 
heralded the arrival of a new extreme right in Sweden. 
BSS was the sewer where all could swim, be they nazi 
revisionists, uniformed loonies, malcontents and 
misfits, skinhead brawlers or just suit-and-tie 
“respectable” racists. 

However briefly, the Swedish extreme right was united 
in BSS until two separate strands began to evolve. 

One part of BSS adjusted its ties and took inspiration 
from Jean-Marie Le Pen of the French Front National. 
’ This group developed into the successful Sweden 
Democrats (SD) party, which today can boast 76,000 
votes (1.4%) and 50 seats on local councils. The 2002 
elections left the SD as the largest party outside 
parliament. 

The other faction took its cue from William Pierce’s 
Turner Diaries and similar, mostly US-based, nazi 
conspiracy theories, and strove to initiate “RAHOWA’, 
Racial Holy War, against the so-called Zionist 
Occupation Government (ZOG) of the Western world. 

BSS reached the crossroads on Midsummer's eve in 
1986, when a mob of about a hundred skinheads 
gathered to get drunk and to harass immigrant families 
at the popular seaside resort of Nicksta near Stockholm. 
Ronny Landin, a 19-year-old anti-racist, objected to the 
harassment and was swiftly surrounded by a group of 
skinheads who proceeded to kick and beat him to a 
bloody pulp. He died as one skinhead repeatedly 
jumped up and down on his head. 


Landin’s murder made national headlines and 
sparked a series of events whose repercussions have still 
not come to their conclusion. Five skinheads were 
eventually charged and sentenced for the killing, 
including Klas Lund, who received four years’ jail as one 
of the main participants. 

Lund was released in late 1989 and took up municipal 
employment as the caretaker of the skinhead barracks at 
the Ice House in Stockholm, a “do-gooder” youth 
project. The Ice House became a government and state- 
sponsored hothouse of nazi activity where organisations 
were formed and actions planned. 

By 1991 a new nazi entity had emerged. White Aryan 
Resistance (VAM) became infamous for its burglaries of 
military arms depots and its hijacking of a Stockholm 
area police station to steal over 30 Sig-Sauer automatic 
pistols — guns for the nazi revolution. 

For several months in 1991, Lund headed Sweden's 
“most wanted” list. He was eventually captured 
following a bank robbery in the remote northeast of the 
country, close to the Norwegian border. This time, he 
was sentenced to six years in prison. 

VAM was more of a concept than an actual 
organisation. Still, most of today’s nazi organisations in 
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release from 
custody 
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Three of the 
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National 
Democrats. 
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Sweden originate from it, one way or another. 
The National Socialist Front (NSF) was launched in 1992 
as a local VAM outfit in the southern town of Karlskrona 
and a number of VAM supporters went on to form the 
core of today’s Blood and Honour/Scandinavia, while 
nazi prisoners’ aid organisations such as the Aryan 
Brotherhood and Yellow Cross were formed specifically 
to support VAM activists behind bars. 

On his release in 1996, Lund again became a key 
organiser of hardcore Swedish nazism, now heading a 
latter-day version of VAM called the Swedish Resistance 
Movement (SMR). This small and conspiratorial elite sect 
included several hardened nazi criminals with ties to the 
underworld, the Hell’s Angels and professional bank 
robbers. In the aftermath of the brutal killing of two 
policemen in Malexander in 1999, a key SMR associate, 
David Twaland, alias David Emilsson, was sentenced 
for selling arms to a member of the Malexander gang. 
He was arrested in the company of Patrik Huisman, 
a VAM man in the early 1990s, who now heads the 
Brotherhood MC, an outlaw bikers’ association. 

Swedish Resistance has remained a shadowy outfit, 
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often lurking in the background. The organisation still 
promotes a Turner Diaries philosophy, although 
activism is mostly left to its broader youth front, 
National Youth (NU). Several acts of nazi terrorism in 
1999 were linked with NU, including the double police 
murder in Malexander, the still unsolved car bombing of 
two anti-fascist journalists and the assassination of the 
trade unionist Bjérn Sdderberg. 

Headed for a while by Erik Hagglund, NU developed 
close ties with the German nazi NPD. In 2000, NU 
activists travelled to Germany to hold “survival training 
camps” with the NPD’s youth organisation. Hagglund 
has since left the NU and is today working with Baltic 
Inkasso, a debt collection firm run by a fellow nazi, 
Leif Larsson, who has moved to Tallinn in Estonia. Baltic 
Inkasso became notorious when it left a box containing a 
pig’s head on the stairs at the home of one of its debtors. 

SMR seemed generally content to remain in the NU’s 
shadows but this changed dramatically in 2003, when 
the SMR started to engage in a flurry of activity and 
merged with the Norwegian Boot Boys. Together they 
formed the Norwegian Resistance Movement (NMB), 
which included some of Norway’s most hardened nazi 
criminals, and launched a new magazine, National 
Resistance, again promoting the legacy of the proto- 
terrorist Turner Diaries. 

What is more interesting is that the SMR has surfaced 
for the first time in public activity. Last November, the 
SMR called a rally in Gothenburg, followed two weeks 
later by another event in nearby Trollhattan. Speeches 
were made about the “multicultural threat to Sweden’. 
At the same time, the “reverend” Magnus Séderman 
stepped forward as the public de facto leader of the 
SMR. Sdderman, a brilliant speaker, was involved in an 
abortive attempt to launch a Swedish section of Aryan 
Nations a few years ago. The SMR has also carried out a 
number of leafleting sessions in what seems to be an 
attempt to find fresh blood for the organisation. 

During autumn 2003, the SMR moved its operations 
from Stockholm to a more remote countryside area near 
Skévde, a town in central Sweden. Peter Johansson, who 
runs an SMR merchandising front, moved in as a house 
guest at Rieger’s mansion in Svaneby, while Lund rented 
an isolated countryside cottage nearby. Other SMR 
activists were also spotted coming and going at the 
Rieger residence. 

Contacts between Rieger and the SMR had been 
ongoing for some time and Sdderman was one of the 
speakers at the annual Rudolf Hess rally in Wunsiedel, 
Germany, last August. 

One reason for the flurry of SMR activity may be the 
emergence of the National Democrats (ND). This group 
split off from the SD in Stockholm in 2001 and has been 
soaking up NU activists ever since. 

Although the ND and SMR cooperate in public 
activities, there is no love lost between the leaders of the 
two fascist organisations. Representatives of the NU as 
well as the NSF have complained heavily about the ND’s 
attempts to grab headlines and take all the credit for 
joint efforts. 

In late November, Swedish police swooped on eight 
key leaders of the SMR and NSE carting off computers, 
mobile phones and address books. The raids were 
conducted on suspicions of “illegal paramilitary 
activities”. Both groups hold countryside “survival 
training camps” and “self-defence” training. 

Lund’s cottage was one of the targets of the raids and 
Lund himself was dramatically arrested for illegal 
possession of a firearm. The SMR countered by 


producing a fall guy who was ready to take the blame 
and confess that it was his gun, but this attempt flopped 
when Lund, after a few nights in prison, admitted the 
charge. Lund was then released from custody but will 
face trial in the near future. Other nazis targeted in 
the raid were Anders Arleskog, leader of the NSE and the 
NSF’s former propaganda chief, Bj6rn Bjorkqvist. 

The raids took place shortly before the Salem march in 
south Stockholm on 6 December, which has overtaken 
the King Karl XII commemoration on 30 November as 
the nazis’ most important annual gathering. The Salem 
event is a recent tradition, which commemorates Daniel 
Wretstr6ém, a 17-year-old skinhead who was beaten and 
stabbed to death by a mixed youth gang of Swedes 
and immigrants in December 2000. Wretstr6m 
was immediately hailed as the “Swedish Horst Wessel” 
and has, in death, become a rallying point for a united 
nazi movement. 

Officially, the Salem rally is a “protest against 
immigrant violence against Swedes” organised by the 
Salem Fund, a front for Robert Vesterlund’s pro-terrorist 
Info-14. In reality, it is a joint enterprise by the ND, NSE 
SMR and Blood and Honour. The event has rapidly 
grown in importance and paralyses the small 
municipality of Salem for a whole day each year. 

The latest rally was a major victory for Swedish fascist 
extremism, bringing together more than 2,000 nazis, 
compared with fewer than 1,000 anti-nazis 
who attended a counter demonstration. 

The strength of the nazi rally compares 
well with the Hess march in Wunsiedel, 
which gathered 2,600 participants in 
August 2002. Salem has developed into 
one of the most important militant nazi 
events in Europe and attracted about 100 
Germans from Hamburg and Dortmund, 
and smaller groups from Italy, Holland, 
Russia and Britain. 

The main theme of the speeches at the 
rally was a declaration of war against “Jewish 
society”, camouflaged as a call for “struggle 
against the cosmopolitans”. 

An early speaker was the young suit-and- 
tie fascist, Jonas de Geer, who first became 
known as the editor of the upmarket radical- 
conservative magazine Salt a few years ago. 
Salt folded when its financiers backed down 





after the magazine was exposed as little more than a 
cover for traditional antisemitism and featuring 
revisionist historians like David Irving. 

Another speaker was Séderman, who told the 
assembled nazis, “I have not come here to mourn. I have 
not come to speak of sorrow. I have come to state that 
the time of mourning is past and the time of total 
resistance has begun. 

“One day we will teach these cosmopolitans, liberals, 
humanists or whatever this pack of traitors call 
themselves. One day they will answer for their crimes,” 
he threatened. 

Tor Paulsson, the leader of the ND, took the violent 
rhetoric a step further. “One day all those who have 
contributed to the oppression and the defamations will 
receive their just punishment. At that point in time Gudrun 
Schyman [former Left Party leader], G6ran Persson 
[the prime minister] and all other traitors will answer to us. 
I promise you all that punishment will be felt.” 

The last speaker was the British fascist Gareth Hurley 
from the magazine Final Conflict, who also spoke at last 
year’s march. He droned on about the “ethnic group” 
controlling world economy. 

Late at night following the Salem march, a building at 
Rieger's Svaneby mansion was destroyed by fire. 
The police have not reached any conclusions about the 
causes of the blaze but have not ruled out arson. 
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BELGIUM 


Viaams Blok in court again 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/ 
CAF-Résistances, Brussels 


A THREE-YEAR-OLD CASE against the three 
foundations that form the technical and 
organisational backbone of the _ right-wing 
extremist Viaams Blok (VB) will have to be heard 
again, following a decision by Belgium’s highest 
court, the Court of Cassation. 

The Viaamse Concentratie, the Nationalistisch 
Vormingsinstituut and the Nationalistische 
Omroepstichting are charged with “organising 
support for an organisation that argues for 
discrimination”. 

The Court of Cassation overruled a Brussels 
appeal court which declared itself “not competent” 
to provide a ruling after its president said the case 
against the VB involved a “political crime” and not 
a “common one”. The appeal court’s statement 
changed the whole nature of the proceedings 
because “political crimes” in Belgium have to be 
heard before a jury in a special court. 

The Court of Cassation, however, rejected the 
court of appeal’s conclusion, delivered in February 
2003, and affirmed that a crime can only be 
deemed “political” when it involves a serious threat 
to the country’s political institutions and the 
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Isolationist leader 
grabs Cabinet seat 


By our European editor, 
Graeme Atkinson 


CHRISTOPHE BLOCHER, the billionaire boss of 
the right-wing Swiss People’s Party (SVP), has narrowly 
won a Cabinet seat in the Swiss government. 
His election by MPs on 10 December led to immediate 
and angry demonstrations outside the Swiss 
parliament building. 

Blocher’s elevation has doubled the SVP’s strength in 
the governing coalition’s seven-member Cabinet and 
marks the first real change in Switzerland’s four-party 
administration since it was formed in 1959. 

While this is an undoubted success for Blocher, 63, 
and his isolationalist, anti-migrant, anti-European 
Union (EU) politics, it was achieved only by a very 
narrow margin of five votes after three rounds of voting. 
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political rights of its citizens. The VB, it held, did 
not present such a threat. 

The resumption of the case, first brought by the 
official anti-racist institute, the CGKR/CECLR, and 
the Belgian Human Rights League in 2000, could 
have serious consequences for the VB. A conviction 
for racism could, for example, result in the loss of 
the subsidies it gets from the state. 

State subsidies to political parties depend not 
only on achieving at least 5% of the vote in 
elections but also on recipients keeping their 
noses clean legally. The VB’s annual income is 
currently around £3 million, of which around 50% 
comes from state subsidies. 

Frank Vanhecke, the VB’s president, is now 
evidently hoping to turn the legal issue into an 
election campaign theme and recently declared 
that the Court of Cassation “had missed a historic 
opportunity to end the political trial of the Viaams 
Blok”. He is also very worried that the racist 
arguments of his party could be outlawed. “This is 
no free publicity for us and no one likes being 
prosecuted”, he moaned. 

In order to avoid this worst case scenario, the VB 
has already organised a variety of manoeuvres, 
led by the party’s lawyers and legal department, 
in which it has toned down its aggressive language 
and ditched its infamous “70-point programme” to 
get rid of immigrants, written by party leader Philip 
Dewinter. Even public use of the VB’s favourite 
slogan Eigen volk eerst (Our own people first) 
seems to have been put on ice. 

Another problem waiting to ambush the VB might 
be the exact date of the resumed trial this spring, 
just when the party and its activists would prefer to 
concentrate on campaigning for the June regional 
and European elections. 





The vote was also characterised by an element of 
political blackmail. Blocher had threatened to bring 
down the coalition by going into open opposition unless 
given a seat in the Cabinet. 

His new position gives him a new platform for his 
foreigner-bashing policies and looks likely to scupper 
Switzerland’s moves towards joining the EU. It could 
also signal the introduction of draconian anti-asylum 
laws to appease the SVP, whose campaign in the 
October 2003 elections blamed the country’s problems 
on “shameless asylum seekers” and “the brutal 
Albanian mafia”. 

This racist election propaganda was roundly 
denounced - for inciting hatred of foreigners — by the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees, whose 
international headquarters is based in Geneva. 

Blocher’s isolationism goes further than opposition 
to EU membership. He is also a vitriolic opponent of 
Swiss membership of the United Nations which, he 
claims, has damaged Switzerland’s traditional 
neutrality and independence. He has condemned the 
participation of the Swiss armed forces in UN 
peacekeeping operations. 

Blocher has also aroused international concern with 
his bitter campaigns against demands that Swiss banks 
should pay compensation to the descendants of 
Holocaust victims, which he branded “foreign blackmail”. 














Skinheads target students 


By Jean Raymond, for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


THIRTY-SIX FOREIGN STUDENTS were killed and 171 
hospitalised when a horrific blaze tore through a building 
at the Patrice Lumumba University in Moscow, which 
provides places for thousands of Third World students. 

The fire was initially blamed on nazi arsonists, but an 
investigation by the police and fire services established 
it was accidental. Nevertheless the police filed a charge 
of criminal negligence against the university 
administration, which has tried to pass the blame to 
students in an obvious bid to avoid questions about the 
generally dilapidated campus buildings and the fact that 
fire exits were found to be blocked. 

Though absolved of responsibility for the fire, Moscow's 
growing skinhead gangs were grateful for the publicity it 
generated and five days later left their own mark on the 
university in two violent incidents 

In the first incident, a mob of about 20 boneheads 
savagely attacked two students - one Jamaican, the 
other Colombian — and two passers-by before escaping 
on a bus. Soon afterwards, another group of boneheads 
arrived on the scene to assault another student. Police 
later arrested three people, aged 15 to 17, and have 
since charged two of them. 

Following the attack, around 100 friends of the victims 
gathered in a spontaneous street protest to demand 
proper protection but were subsequently dispersed by 
police. The Minister of the Interior has now intervened 
personally to promise extra police security measures. 
He has also proposed that the students themselves 
should organise volunteer night patrols of the campus, 
which suggests the minister has scant confidence in the 
ability of the police to ensure the safety of foreign 
students. This is probably because many Moscow police 
officers are known to share the same nationalist and 
racist ideas as the skinheads. 

In addition, many students have already had negative 
experiences with the police and often complain about 
the hostile reception they receive when they report 
incidents to the police. So far, the authorities have 
remained blissfully oblivious to such complaints, 
preferring to file obvious racist incidents under the more 
neutral heading of “youth hooliganism”. 

Meanwhile, on the very same day as the boneheads 
were running riot, Edouard Limonov, the poet and chief 
of the fascist National Bolshevik Party, was flaunting 
himself in more refined surroundings. The occasion was 
the launch of his latest book, The Other Russia, and the 
venue was not the usual seedy basement of a fascist 
bookshop but the fifth annual non-fiction book fair, which 
attracts thousands of visitors. 


Surrounded by four burly minders, Limonov parked 
himself at the display stand of Alexandre Kasyanenko’s 
politically provocative Ultracultura publishing house, 
welcoming his readers and chatting with his admirers. 

Ultracultura made its name when it published a book 
in which a Russian skinhead revealed details of the 
extensive collusion between boneheads and the Moscow 
police. So popular was the book that it sold its entire first 
print run of 5,000 copies within a few days. 

But it never saw a second edition because, as its 
editor explained to Le Monde in October 2003, he had 
received so many letters of support for the skinheads. 
That has not prevented Ultracultura from now publishing 
a book by Russia’s most celebrated fascist. 

A worrying aspect of the book launch was the absence 
of any reaction by other publishers and editors, not to 
mention the bookfair’s organisers who had contrived 
to put Limonov and his strong-arm squad right next to the 
stand of a publisher specialising in books on Judaism. 

While nationalist books were by no means in the 
majority at the book fair, there were others, some in the 
most unexpected of places. The French Embassy’s 
stand, for example, displayed a Russian translation of 
Fascist Socialism by the prewar French fascist writer 
Pierre Dries La Rochelle. This thoroughly nauseous work 
— first published in 1934 by the mainstream publisher, 
Gallimard — was translated with funding assistance from 
the current French government. 
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Time to blow 
out this flame 


By Alfio Bernabei 


A NAZI-FASCIST SYMBOL will appear on the official 
ballot papers at this year’s European elections unless EU 
governments unite to forbid Gianfranco Fini’s National 
Alliance party from using Mussolini’s “eternal flame” 
in its logo. 

The tricolour flame that appears on National Alliance 
flags and posters symbolises the flame that burns over 
the dictator’s tomb in Predappio. Fascists take turn to 
stand guard and make sure it never falters. 

The flame stands for the perennial values of nazi- 
fascism. That will be the message on the ballot papers. 
It was first used as a symbol by the Movimento 
Sociale Italiano, the party set up in the postwar period 
by Italian nazi-fascists who joined Mussolini’s Salo 
Republic, the puppet government that operated under 
the orders of Adolf Hitler and attempted to exterminate 
Italian anti-fascists. 

Allowing the flame to “burn bright” on millions of 
ballot papers would be an abject surrender to post- 
fascists and crypto-fascists in Italy and elsewhere in 
Europe. It would be an insult to the millions who 
suffered under nazi-fascism, especially those who died 
in the Holocaust. 

Protests are afoot in Italy to force Fini to drop the 
symbol. But pressure comes from outside Italy it is 
feared that he will simply pay no attention. He remains 
proud of a flame that represents “the soul of the party”. 

Fini was questioned about the continuing use of the 
nazi-fascist symbol during his recent visit to Israel at 
the invitation of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. According 
to Israeli government officials the visit was a success. 
But criticism poured in from Jewish historians and 
politicians who found Fini’s words unconvincing 
and described the red carpet treatment granted to a 
neofascist “a shameful moment for the Knesset”. 

“I can't accept that the Holocaust was born only from 
nazi barbarism,” said one critic referring to Fini’s evasive 
declarations. “I wanted clear words about the direct 
responsibility of fascism in the most horrendous crime 
humanity has ever known. I wanted to hear Fini say, 
‘We are responsible’. But he did not say so.” The headline 
in the daily Ha’aretz read, “It is easier [for Fini] to come 
[to Jerusalem] than to apologise,” and commented on 
how “history escapes from Fini’s hands” referring to 
“voids” in the past and “silences” in the present. 

Fini, currently Italy’s deputy Prime Minister, wants to 
succeed Silvio Berlusconi in the top job. His objective in 
going to Israel was to make himself acceptable to 
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European leaders. But what came across during his visit 
was the shocking opportunism of a politician with a 
record of 27 years of fascist activism, who continues to 
depend on fascists for his survival and must measure his 
words in order not to antagonise his party at home. 

As one Italian commentator pointed out, the very fact 
that one has to consider “an important event” Fini’s 
acknowledgment that Italian fascism passed evil racial 
laws is in itself a demonstration of “how long the road is 
before him’. 

As well as being evasive about the past, Fini lied about 
the present. When asked why the racist philosopher 
Julius Evola was listed among the intellectuals from 
whom his National Alliance party drew inspiration, he 
replied: “Evola is not in our manifesto”. But the chief 
thinker behind the racial laws is indeed clearly listed. 

However deceitful he was, Fini could not prevent a 
storm of protests breaking out among fascists at home 
who called him a traitor. Most of all they were incensed 
by Fini’s lack of respect for the nazi-fascists who joined 
the Salo Republic. The first to leave the party was 
Alessandra Mussolini, the dictator's granddaughter and 
daughter of Romano Mussolini, the jazz musician who 
used to entertain the Italian fugitives from justice at 
Meeting Point in London. These are the very same 
people who are now behind Roberto Fiore’s Forza Nuova 
party. She has now formed Liberta d’Azione (Freedom of 
Action) and has thrown in her lot with Fiore to form an 
alliance for the European elections. 

Another leading fascist, Francesco Storace, governor 
of the Lazio region, held a meeting to signal his 
intention to reaffirm fascist principles within the party. 
“The National Alliance is our home,” he declared before 
an audience of 4,000 in a hotel in Rome amid chants of 
“nobody should dare to touch our flame”. Storace, who 
commands 3% of the National Alliance votes, declared 
defiantly, “I have read somewhere that we are anti- 
fascists. This is news to me.” 

Among those present at the meeting was Mirko 
Tremaglia, a minister in Silvio Berlusconi’s government 
who wears a fascist symbol on his lapel. Tremaglia, 80, 
said later in an interview, “We joined Mussolini’s Salo 
Republic because we became attracted by fascism 
and because we believed that Hitler had developed a 
secret weapon’. 

Another person there was Assunta Almirante, who is 
revered among fascists because she married the Salo 
Republic's junior culture minister, Giorgio Almirante. 
After the war, Almirante, the editor of the magazine, 
In defence of our race, founded the MSI and chose Fini as 
his protégé and party secretary. 

Equally keen to restate their worship for the nazi- 
fascists of the Salo Republic were the members of 
Azione Giovani, the youth wing of the National Alliance. 
Gathering in Florence, they presented a document titled 
“Destra 2015” (Right 2015). One representative 
commented, “The flame must stay, it’s our roots, it can 
only be retouched graphically to make it more stylised. 
We must not renounce the electoral pillars of our past.” 

Even more adamant in their determination to keep 
the flame alive are the fascists gathered round a 
movement called Unione Combattenti Repubblica di 
Salo (Union of Salo soldiers) headed by Ajmone 
Finestra. As for Forza Nuova, Fiore thinks that he can 
recruit some of those who intend to leave Fini’s party. 

Since Berlusconi brought the fascists into the 
government, a myriad of nazi-fascist groups have 
proliferated, fanning Mussolini’s flame that is now 
making its way into the European elections. 


Oslo city government falls into lunatic hands 


From Tor Bach for Monitor and Antifa-Net in Oslo 


THE ANTI-IMMIGRANT, right-wing populist Progress Party 
(FrP) has ended up with mayors in 17 Norwegian towns 
and rural communities as a result of last September’s 
local elections and the political horse trading that 
followed. 

The people of Oslo also have to adjust to new political 
realities because the FrP has become part of the city’s 
ruling coalition. While conservatives head the coalition, 
the FrP has responsibility for welfare and social services, 
and the environment and communications. In addition, 
Svenn Kristiansen, an Oslo FrP councillor, has been 
appointed deputy mayor. 

The FrP councillor in charge of the environment and 
communications, Peter N Myhre, is probably the most 
ignorant person in Norway about these issues. He has 
made several ludicrous statements claiming that Oslo’s 
electrical trams are an environmental problem because 
they make a noise. According to Myhre, some tram 
routes should be replaced by diesel buses, which in his 
confused world are apparently a lesser environmental 
problem than the relatively pollution-free trams. Myhre, 
who was caught red-handed some years ago smuggling 
beer from Sweden, also thinks that private cars cause 
less pollution than buses. 

Christian Tybring-Gjedde, deputy leader of the FrP’s 
Oslo branch, is more concerned about what he des- 
cribes as “Islam — the great paradox”. Tybring-Gjedde, 
it seems, is very anxious to know what it is about Islam 
that fosters so many “ruthless and brutal murderers” 
and claims that moderate Muslims are not condemning 
the terrorists who kill and mutilate innocent people. 
The paradox, according to this FrP genius, is that 
thousands of Muslims cross the frontiers of Europe 
every day, to live in those countries lambasted by their 
imams as the very representatives of world moral 
decay. He seems never to have heard such words as 
“poverty” and “oppression”. 

While Myhre and Tybring-Gjedde try to get their heads 
around the mysteries of Islam and the _ internal 
combustion engine, councillor Margaret Eckbo has 
assumed the welfare and social services portfolio for the 
FrP Despite the fact that the FrP eagerly -— and 
opportunistically — attacks other parties on social issues, 
there is little new in its own programme. No doubt, Eckbo 
will, sooner or later, come up with her own hare-brained 
ideas on how her party should deal with the poor and 
needy in Norway’s capital. 

On the very extreme right of the electoral landscape, 
the nazi National Alliance (NA) is striving to convince its 


few remaining followers that it is still alive by launching 
a recruitment campaign, for which the dwindling band of 
NA activists can download an execrably designed anti- 
immigrant leaflet from the party’s website. 

The NA’s one-time leader, Oddbjgrn “Oddball” Jonstad, 
is claiming that the party now consists of “a few socially 
and ideologically retarded kids”. In an email to 
Searchlight’s sister magazine, Monitor, “Oddball” says 
that much of the NA leadership’s motivation for running 
the party is the subscription fee paid by members. 
Another source within the party contradicts this, 
however, maintaining that the NA’s subscription income 
would hardly buy a case of beer! 

Even further out in the loony camp, Odin’s very own 
prophet, Tore W Tvedt, is striving to keep his bizarre nazi 
sect, Vigrid, together despite a heavy police crackdown. 
Tvedt’s latest stunt — probably a desperate attempt to 
attract press attention - is to conduct his strange 
“baptism” ceremonies at church ruins around the 
country. In a raving letter to one priest, Tvedt suggests 
that the priest should enter into an agreement with him 
for the religious use of a ruined church that would enable 
the Church and Vigrid to share the location equally. 

Less lunatic than Tvedt, but certainly more big- 
mouthed is the Norwegian Resistance Movement (NMB), 
the nazi mob formerly known as the Bootboys. The NMB 
regularly presents “struggle reports” on its website. 
The “struggle”, it appears, largely consists of putting up 
stickers (often upside down according to Monitor's 
sources) on deserted underground stations and eating 
sausages in the woods outside Oslo. 

The NMB also boasts that it will develop its own 
form of martial art “based on national peculiarities”. 
And, indeed, it is very peculiar that to achieve this aim 
the nazis have had to find an Iranian martial arts 
instructor. Why Parviz Khodabande Sharaki would choose 
to train a bunch of hate-crazed boneheads in how to 
mistreat his compatriots is, to put it mildly, unclear. 

The NMB also thinks that one of the basic elements of 
its very Aryan martial art should be kraw maga, an Israeli 
combat technique. Why these proud Aryans have chosen 
a Jewish-invented technique as the basis of their 
“Norwegian” martial art is a riddle that can probably only 
be solved by Tvedt who, after all, is a self-styled expert 
in tracing the evil plans of the so-called Zionist 
Occupation Government or ZOG. 

Unfortunately for the denizens of the NMB, Tvedt is far 
too busy writing to priests and trying to keep the police 
away from the 15-year old girls that he finds so sexy. 
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STATESIDE 


American electorate divided by race and religion 


Commentary by Leonard Zeskind 


THE NEXT PRESIDENT of the United States will decide 
whether or not to continue the American occupation of 
Iraq, a question of intense interest to people living along 
the Euphrates. He will honour (or not) international 
agreements on global warming, a decision that matters 
greatly to people living in the Amazon Basin, among other 
places. And he will either continue the current 
administration’s unilateralist foreign policy or return to the 
multilateral umbrella politics of the Clinton administration 
— a decision with implications in every corner of the globe. 
In short, whether or not George W. Bush remains president 
of the United States is a question of great interest 
everywhere. On 2 November 2004, however, it will be the 
American people alone who will decide. And the evidence 
is overwhelming that a large sector of that electorate 
adheres to beliefs long espoused by an amalgam of far- 
right, Christian nationalist and white nationalist 
organisations and movements. 

Not that the entire populace belongs to the political right. 
Remember that in the 2000 election, Democrat Al Gore 
outpolled Republican George W. Bush by 500,000 votes. 
Green Party candidate Ralph Nader received an additional 
2.6 million, about 3% of the total. Indeed, many Democrats 
contend that Gore lost the election because of Nader, who 
took votes away precisely in those states, such as Florida, 
where they were needed most. 

Nevertheless, the electorate remains evenly divided, 
according to a recent poll by the Pew Research Center, and 
increasingly polarised. While a slight upturn in patriotic 
sentiment occurred after 11 September 2001, the national 
consensus that initially followed those attacks has largely 
evaporated. Like prophecies that the turn of the millennial 
clock would produce apocalyptic violence and Y2K 
mayhem, those who thought that “everything changed” on 
11 September were simply wrong. Instead of a new era in 
which one unified American people stands boldly against 
foreign terrorists, divisions by race and religion increasingly 
indicate the political identity of demographic blocs. On the 
simple question of military service, for example, 55% of 
white people believe that everyone has an obligation 
to fight, even when the USA is wrong. By contrast, only 
30% of black people agree, a sharp drop from the 46% 
registered in 1999. 

Consider first white Protestant evangelicals. In 1988, 
when the Rev Pat Robertson ran in the Republican primaries 
but the Christian Coalition had not yet been founded, 33% 
considered themselves Democrats and 34% called 
themselves Republicans. Fifteen years later, those in the 
Democrats column dropped to 28%, while those tallying as 
Republicans jumped to 44%. A reasonable conclusion is 
that campaigns by the Christian right on social issues such 
as abortion and civil rights for gay men and lesbians have 
continued pushing white people into the Republican Party, a 
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process that began with President Nixon’s Southern strategy. 

On the other hand, seven out of ten black Protestant 
evangelicals told pollsters they are Democrats — an 
indicator that more than just faith is at issue. Further, neo- 
conservative attempts to woo Jewish voters have largely 
failed, as that group’s identification with the Democratic 
Party has stayed largely steady. On questions of foreign 
policy, Democrats are more likely than Republicans to 
support international cooperation and less likely to support 
go-it-alone measures such as “peace through strength”. 

Differences on domestic issues between demographic 
blocs are even greater than on foreign policy, particularly on 
questions of how to achieve racial equality. The Pew poll 
provided testimony that levels of racial “tolerance” were 
increasing, particularly among young people. The number of 
respondents who say they have little in common with those 
of another race has dropped by half, for example. And 77% 
said they accept interracial dating — a sharp increase from 
polling just 15 years ago. (Although that result means 
almost one in four oppose interracial dating.) Further, while 
a 20-point gap in opinion exists between whites and blacks, 
nearly three out of four white people recognise the 
continuation of racial discrimination. Nevertheless, when 
asked about finding solutions, almost twice as many whites 
as blacks believe that efforts to achieve racial equality have 
gone “too far’. And it is against this backdrop that 
statewide referenda against affirmative action will be voted 
on next November. 

Here again, evidence manifests itself that 30 years of 
drumming by racists from Ku Klux Klansman David Duke to 
Senator Jesse Helms has taken its toll among white people. 
Helms and other Republicans campaigned against 
“special privileges” for black people, while Duke and other 
white supremacists complained the whites constituted 
a “dispossessed majority”. It was a distinction without a 
difference. 

It is in the realm of civic discourse that the poisonous 
effects of far-right racists and antisemites continues to be 
felt, long after specific individuals and organisations cease 
to function. The Populist Party of Holocaust deniers and 
fallen-away Klansmen closed its doors almost ten years 
ago. Pat Buchanan has gone from a high-profile Republican 
Party challenger to a has-been third party wannabe. And on 
the Republican’s right flank, the Christian Coalition has 
been largely replaced by the National Rifle Association. 
But the constituencies of these organisations remain in 
place, a reef of racism, nativism and Christian nationalism 
in the American election year waters. 

And it is on these dangerous seas that life and death 
questions will be decided next November. 

This is the first in a series of columns on anti-immigrant 
politics, anti-gay rights measures, racism, antisemitism and 
third party efforts during election year 2004. 





Conservatives endanger anti-fascist projects 


From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


POLITICIANS IN EAST GERMAN STATES ruled by 
the conservative Christian Democrats (CDU) have set 
about pulling the financial rug from under projects 
and campaigns opposing right-wing extremist and 
racist violence. 

In Thiiringen, Fried Dahmen, a spokesman for the 
CDU-led state government, did not mince his words, 
declaring: “We are following different political aims 
from this project”. The project he had in his sights 
was “the advice centre for those affected by right- 
wing extremist and racist attacks and discrimination” 
(Abad), which has had its funding withdrawn by the 
state government. 

The Interior Ministry in Thiiringen, apparently, has no 
quarrel with the quality of Abad’s work but objects 
strongly to its style. This was demonstrated in October 
when, to the great irritation of the state government, 
Abad revealed that fascist violence in the region in the 
first nine months of 2003 was three times higher than 
according to the Interior Ministry. 

Asked why the Thiiringen state government regards 
Abad as “unworthy of support”, Dahmen explained it was 
because Abad had supported an “anti-fascist bus tour”, 
an activity in which anti-fascists protest directly at the 
homes of known nazis, and a demonstration that had 
been advertised with a picture of a masked protester. 

Moves to bury projects like Abad are proving 
devastating. Until now, advice centres for the victims of 
right-wing violence in the east German states have 
been completely funded by the federal government’s 
Civitas programme. Civitas was one of the few concrete 
results to emerge from Chancellor Gerhard Schréder’s 
“Uprising of the Decent” campaign, which sprang 
into life in autumn 2001 after the brutal murder of 
Alberto Adriano, a Mozambican former contract 
worker, in Dessau and a firebomb attack on a 
synagogue in Diisseldorf. 

Civitas has up to £7 million to support so-called 
“model projects” in the east German states and Berlin 
until 2005. Its main purpose is to sustain small local 
initiatives as well as state-wide mobile advice teams and 
advice centres for the victims of right-wing racist and 
antisemitic violence. In practice the programme has 
degenerated into a plaything in the wider intrigues of 
the mainstream parties, the big welfare organisations 
and state governments. 

The state governments in eastern Germany, especially 
those in the CDU-ruled states of Sachsen, Thiiringen 
and Sachsen-Anhalt, appear to regard the federal 
government's support for anti-fascist projects as a 
provocation and unwarranted interference in their own 
affairs. From 2004, projects operating on a state-wide 
level will have to have “the positive approval” of the 


relevant state government as a precondition for 
obtaining any money from federal funds. 

This provides a most welcome opportunity for the 
CDU to wipe out projects it does not like. Local and 
regional anti-fascist projects must also jump through 
another hoop, because, again from 2004, they must 
raise at least 20% of their funding themselves or find 
new backers. 

Even in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, where the ruling 
coalition of Social Democrats and the Party of 
Democratic Socialism at least verbally supports the 
mobile advice teams, the reality is that the regional 
government does not hand over a single penny of 
financial aid to enable them to operate. Instead, as a 
result of insistent and intensive lobbying, the much 
bigger traditional voluntary sector welfare 
organisations, such as Workers’ Welfare, head the queue 
for handouts of public money. These larger 
organisations have more influence and secure far 
greater approval in mainstream political circles than the 
smaller and more localised initiatives against fascism 
and right-wing violence. Meanwhile, projects that work 
with independent anti-fascists find themselves stamped 
with the label “left-wing extremists” and lose all or part 
of their income. 

The new rules have forced Abad to close because, 
although it has raised the money, it has not secured the 
necessary approval of the state government. 

Observers who have followed the appalling treatment 
of Abad are convinced that one of the key aims of the 
Civitas programme, namely the strengthening of 
independent initiatives and projects, is now seriously 
under threat. Social Democratic MP Sebastian Edathy 
says this is the case “especially where a willingness to 
cooperate or an understanding of the problem of right- 
wing extremism by state governments is lacking”. 
Social Democratic and Green MPs are now engaged in 
consultations about setting up a federal foundation to 
protect the Civitas programme from the party-political 
pressures exercised by the provincial right. 

For projects such as All Together in Sachsen-Anhalt, 
which is less than popular with the conservative 
CDU and the liberal Free Democrats, the planned 
federal foundation might be too late. A commission of 
the state parliament has halved its funding, leaving it 
with only £100,000 for the whole of 2004. The cut comes 
despite the fact that All Together’s educational and 
advisory work against right-wing extremism has won 
it wide respect. 

The drastically reduced budget “will render the 
project incapable of carrying on its work”, commented 
All Together’s chair, Hans-Jochen Tschiche, the well 
known east German former civil rights activist. 
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Nazis flee occupied barracks 


Flyer for the 
Oidoxie gig in 
Eindhoven 


ROCK GEGEN ZO 





Searchlight 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and 
Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


NAZIS SQUATTERS at a former military installation packed 
up and left in November ten days after what must have 
been one of the biggest and most successful nazi concerts 
ever staged in the Netherlands. The “Rock against ZOG” 
(the so-called Zionist Occupation Government) concert, 
held on 8 November to celebrate the third anniversary of 
the squat by the so-called National Movement (NB) at 
“De Kazerne” was opposed by Anti-Fascist Action (AFA). 

Since December 2000, young activists from the fascist 
movement Voorpost — they switched to the NB later — have 
organised concerts, parties, benefit gigs, discussion 
evenings, their traditional “National Youth Gathering” and a 
bar at the huge former barracks in a forest on the outskirts 
of Eindhoven. The barracks also provided living 
accommodation and, importantly, functioned as an “action 
preparation centre” for local and regional extreme right- 
wing activists. 

From the outset, anti-fascists warned about the squat’s 
dangers and its attraction to the whole right-wing palette 
of “Lonsdale youngsters”, gabbers and skinheads in 
the Eindhoven area. But neither the political parties nor the 
press were interested. 

In August 2002 the NB staged a gig with the German 
band, Oidoxie. The band’s activities have since then 
attracted considerable interest from the German justice 
authorities, because Oidoxie is not just a hate music band 
but a key component of the structures of the violent Freie 
Kameradschaften around Dortmund. 

In this role, Oidoxie has organised demonstrations, 
distributed videos of its concerts and become a firm part of 
the worldwide nazi Blood and Honour network. It has also 
played songs with lyrics including, “Give Adolf Hitler the 
Nobel Prize, raise the red flag with the swastika” at a 
Freie Kameradschaften demonstration calling for “freedom 
of speech”. 

In November 2002 the NB strengthened its German links by 
staging a benefit gig for the “nazi bard” Frank Rennicke and 
sending him £1,100 from the proceeds. Rennicke, convicted 
in Germany for spreading racial hatred and fined £46,000, is 
a member of the German National Democratic Party (NPD) 
and was defended by the notorious nazi lawyer, Horst Mahler. 

Dutch anti-fascists, refusing to be dispirited by the 
lack of interest displayed by the authorities and media, 
then started a campaign to raise awareness about “De 
Kazerne”, touring several 
Dutch and Belgian cities with 
information material and a 
video. They also plastered 
Eindhoven with thousands 
of posters exposing the 
key figures behind the nazi 
activities in the squat and 
renewed their efforts to 
engage the press. 

On 15 June 2003, the 
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danger to public safety of this nazi “free zone” became 
apparent when five youngsters set an Islamic school ablaze. 
At their trial, they said that their first target had been a 
mosque, but the risk of being caught was too high because 
of the number of people inside. According to police 
sources, some of the youngsters had frequented “De 
Kazerne” and probably found their inspiration there. 

Eindhoven city council continued to ignore the sustained 
anti-fascist campaign. The council partly owns the land on 
which the barracks stands, though denies this, claiming it is 
the responsibility of the Ministry of Defence. Police sources 
indicated that the squat was an ideal place for gathering 
intelligence on the nazis and so the police would not 
recommend eviction. 

On 7 November 2003, AFA issued a press statement 
revealing the background to the “Rock against ZOG” 
concert, which was to take place the day before the 
anniversary of Hitler’s anti-Jewish Kristallinacht pogrom of 
1938. Despite heavy pressure from various organisations 
and political parties to ban this nakedly fascist and 
antisemitic event, at which Oidoxie and the lesser-known 
bands Rassenhass (Race Hate) and Kommando Freisler 
were listed as performers, the mayor of Eindhoven allowed 
it to go ahead. Around 150 nazis from Belgium, Germany 
and The Netherlands turned up at “De Kazerne” to face a 
picket of local councillors. 

After the event, questions were raised in the Dutch 
parliament and on Eindhoven city council, prompting Johan 
Remkes, the Interior Minister, to call for an investigation. 

But two days after the concert, a_ surprising 
announcement appeared on the NB’s website that declared: 
“The continuing differences in the NJB (the NB’s local 
branch) about the political strategy culminated in Saturday’s 
concert. By organising or cooperating with the ‘Rock against 
ZOG’, concert the NJB clearly crossed the border. 
The Nationale Beweging thinks that such concerts do not 
connect with the nationalist message we want to bring and 
are very counter-revolutionary. Nationalists are neither ‘race 
haters’ nor neo-nazis. With regret, we say goodbye to 
‘De Kazerne’ which is now so marked that we do not see 
any possibility of staging any activities there any more.” 

Tim Mudde, the NB’s leader, who wrote this statement, is 
being hypocritical to say the least. At an earlier concert 
featuring Oidoxie, the Dutch fascist band Brigade M, in 
which Mudde is the lead figure, appeared on stage as 
surprise performers. 

Mudde’s U-turn, therefore, came either because he thought 
the latest concert was a good opportunity to terminate the 
NB’s internal wrangling or because the pressure of AFAs 
campaigns simply became too much for him. 

On 17 November, political parties in Eindhoven staged a 
silent demonstration against the squat. The next day it 
emerged that the nazi squatters had quit the barracks, 
which are now being patrolled by military police. Later that 
week, the authorities rendered the buildings uninhabitable. 

The long overdue demise of “De Kazerne” does not mean 
that the fascists behind it have disappeared. It is likely that 
they will try to occupy a new building somewhere in or 
around Eindhoven, where their base is still strong and they 
have tasted the benefits of a “free zone”. AFA, needless to 
say, will try to prevent any such development. 


Antisemitic article not a crime 


From Karl Pfeifer in Budapest 


THE BUDAPEST SUPREME COURT has acquitted 
Lérant Hegeditis Jnr, vice-president of the right-wing 
extremist Hungarian Truth and Life Party (MIEP), of 
charges of inciting hatred. 

Hegediis’s party failed to reach the threshold for 
election to parliament in April 2002. But his case is 
significant because the conservatives had been ready 
to form a coalition with the MIEP had its candidates 
been elected. 

On 16 August 2001 Hegedtis, who is also a practising 
Calvinist minister in Budapest and was then an MP, 
published an article in the newspaper of his local party 
branch in Budapest in which he defamed Hungarian 
Jews as “an army of Galician vagabonds”. He continued: 
“Since it is impossible to smoke out every Palestinian 
from the banks of the Jordan using fascist methods that 
often imitate the Nazis themselves, they [the Jews] are 
returning to the banks of the Danube, now in the shape 
of internationalists, now in a jingoistic form, now as 
cosmopolitans, in order to give the Hungarians another 
kick just because they feel like doing so ... So hear, 
Hungarians, the message of a thousand years of the 
Christian Hungarian state, based on a thousand ancient 
rights and legal continuity, the only one leading you to 
life. Exclude them! Because, if you don't, they will do it 
to you!” 

The announcement of his acquittal on 6 November 
2003 was received with applause and the singing of the 
Hungarian national anthem while Hegediis was carried 
out of the courtroom on the shoulders of his fans. 

The verdict overturns that of a lower court in 
December 2002, which jailed Hegediis for 18 months, 
suspended for three years on condition of good 
behaviour. According to the supreme court, Hegediis’s 
article was “possibly offensive, shocking or a cause for 
concern but is not a criminal offence”. Summing up, the 
judge quoted a decision of the constitutional court that 
in order for such remarks to be considered a criminal 
offence, they would have had to call for active hate or 
violent action. 

The court in effect accepted the twisted reasoning of 
Hegediis, who told the right-wing daily Magyar Nemzet 
on 20 September 2001: “Exclusion can also be 
constitutional and remain within the bounds of 
legality”. Nevertheless, he added, “Everyone can 
interpret the article as they wish’. 

Paradoxically, he went on to claim that his words 
had been misinterpreted as “I do not have anything 
against the Hungarian Jews, but am against Israel’s 
policy and Israeli economic expansion in Hungary as 
well as Zionism’. 

On the same day that his comments appeared, Magyar 


Nemzet also published a letter, dated 5 September 2001, 
from the Presidium of the Synod of the Hungarian 
Reformed Church, which denounced Hegediis’s article 
as “contrary to the Word, unworthy of the Reformed 
Church and incompatible with its confession”. And 15 
lecturers at the Faculty of the Debrecen University for 
Calvinist Theology signed a statement saying that the 
article contained “theologically incorrect, exclusionary 
and misleading ideas; in fact, it amounts to incitement, 
instigation and dishonoutr”. 

Hegediis’s acquittal has not gone unopposed. Two 
groups of prominent people have paid for advertising 
space in two Hungarian dailies to protest against the 
verdict which, one advertisement said, transmits the 
message to society “that hatred, exclusion, racism and 
antisemitism are legitimate, and could be compatible 
with Hungarian public opinion”. Laszlo Kovacs, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, sharply criticised the ruling 
as detrimental to Hungary’s external relations. 

And Zoltan Lomnici, a member of the Hungarian high 
court, has appealed to the Hungarian President, 
government and parliament urging them to protect the 
constitutional state on the grounds that Hegediis’s 
acquittal is legally untenable. Lomnici quoted a 
Hungarian philosopher who said that “a substantial part 
of the judiciary belongs to the upper strata of the middle 
class, which is anti-gypsy, anti-women, homophobic, 
xenophobic and antisemitic, and despises the 
marginalised poor”. : 

A commentator in Magyar Nemzet, however, tried to 
create a “get out” for Hegediis. “Do not get me wrong” he 
wrote, “it would be foolish to claim that xenophobia and 
antisemitism are absent in Hungary. But, fortunately 
they are only verbal. Consequently, no one has the right 
to criticise this country for that.” 

His thinking is deeply flawed. Before the Holocaust, 
incitement against Jews in Hungary was also “only 
verbal”. Political conditions have greatly changed, but it 
is a fact that before 1944 the antisemitism that was 
fostered by the identification of Jewish bankers, 
industrialists and businessmen as the main causes of 
the country’s economic ills was a convenient vehicle, 
not only for channelling popular discontent but also for 
distracting attention from the inequities of Hungary’s 
antiquated semi-feudal regime. 

Hungary is no longer semi-feudal but has a grasping, 
avaricious capitalism with all the problems such a 
system brings in its wake. The temptation to use 
xenophobia and antisemitism to divert attention from 
those problems is too easy and antisemitism is, like 
racism, not restricted to the extra-parliamentary 
extreme right. 
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Marine Le Pen launches 
FN election campaign 


From Esbé for Reflex and Antifa-Net in Paris 


TWO FASCIST FESTIVALS held in the greater Paris 
region in November offered an opportunity to assess the 
current state of the far right. 

The Front National (FN) managed to stage its regional 
Blue-White-Red festival on 8 November, an event it had 
failed to put on in 2002 because the City of Paris 
thoughtfully accepted an alternative booking for its 
traditional venue in Reuilly. Although there were other 
Blue-White-Red festivals in the provinces in 2002, it was 
clear to the FN that they lacked the media resonance of 
a festival in Paris. 

Restoring the Blue-White-Red festival to Paris would, 
the FN’s leaders believed, produce a dual benefit: it 
would show that the party is still in good health in the 
region around the capital and it would ensure a dynamic 
start to Marine Le Pen’s campaign for the first round of 
regional elections in March 2004. So the EN spared little 
expense. It hired the Equinox, the biggest meeting 
centre in the district, created an American-style 
electoral ambience, stage-managed the arrival of the Big 
Chief, Jean-Marie Le Pen, who hilariously turned up late 
because of a strike and, unusually for the FN, charged no 
admission fee. 

The free entry made it difficult to estimate how many 
people passed through the doors but there appeared to 
be about 2,000 people, of rather high average age, in 
the hall. 

The highlights of the FN spectacle were undoubtedly 
Marine Le Pen’s speech and the presentation of the 
party's main regional election candidates. The audience 
was made to feel special by being treated to an exclusive 
preview of her election broadcast, a smart move that 
indicates the modernistic facelift that she plans to give 
the party. 

She confined her speech to the relatively simple 
format of a virulent attack on government, centred on 
what the decline of France means for middle-class 
people of the type largely represented by her audience. 
Unfortunately for Marine Le Pen, her listeners continue 
to be fixated on immigration and were worried about 
the way she seemed to relegate it to a second-rank issue. 

Whether the event could really be described as a 
festival must be doubtful. It was a mere shadow of Blue- 
White-Red festivals held before the 1998 split with 
Bruno Mégret. The number of display stands was 
relatively small and they were limited to projects 
organically linked to the FN, apart perhaps from the 
antisemitic newspaper Rivarol. 

The only organisations displaying their wares were 
those initiated by the FN leadership itself: Eric Pinel’s 
France Ecology, Martine Lehideux’s National Circle of 
European Women, Roger Holeindre’s National Circle 
of the Combatants and Marine Le Pen’s very own 
Le Pen Generations. This monolithic character was 
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also clear in the audience, Mégret’s followers not daring 
to show their faces. 

In short, the FN produced a “show of force” that only 
confirms past assessments, namely that the party is still 
swimming in an electoral costume that is too large for it 
and is still failing to capitalise, in terms of recruiting 
activists, on its ballot box successes. There was nothing 
on 8 November to suggest this is going to change under 
Marine Le Pen. 

Indeed, she is only more likely to increase the 
frustration of some of the party’s activists. This was 
shown by her disapproval of a protest by the Front 
National de Jeunesse (FNJ) at the inauguration of the 
Quai Francois-Mitterrand on 26 October, which resulted 
in the detention of five FNJ militants for assaulting the 
police, including Bruno Schmidt, a regional secretary. 

The more radical wing of the extreme right held its 
festival at Versailles a week later on 15 November, while 
more than 100,000 anti-globalisation demonstrators 
partied in the streets of central Paris. 

The so-called “Festival of Identity and Freedoms” 
(FIL) followed on from the previous year’s event in 
central Paris, which was a success for the fragmented 
radical far right. Not surprisingly, the main organiser, 
Gilles Soulas, was hoping to emulate that achievement. 
For various reasons, it was not to be. 

Firstly, the FIL was exiled to Versailles, after the owners 
of the more central 2002 venue refused a booking for the 
festival. The decision was mainly the result of an anti- 
fascist mobilisation launched by Scalp-Reflex, which 
had had some media impact. 

Contrary to the hopes of the festival’s organisers, only 
about 1,200 paying visitors attended, down from 2002, 
causing some disaffection among the overwhelmingly 
young supporters of the event. 

The so-called Bloc Identitaire (BI) had a higher profile 
than in 2002. Its leader, Fabrice Robert, took part in two 
debates, a blow for Soulas who could now face a 
takeover of the FIL by Robert and his pals. 

The FN-aligned Blue-White-Red music label was not 
invited to Versailles, a logical move because it is 
Memorial Records, the label of Rock Identitaire 
Frangais, that dominates the music scene. Indeed, 
compared with last year, there was little FN presence. 

Apart from that of the separatist Alsace First, the 
display stands were more or less the same as last year, 
lumping together opposites such as unitary nationalism 
and regionalism, Catholic fundamental and Nordic 
paganism, political action and highly theoretical New 
Right metapolitics. 

The speakers represented a cross-section of the 
activist-orientated fascist right: Guillaume Faye; activists 
from Belgium; Pascal Junod from Switzerland; the Italian 
Gabriele Adinolfi, former leader of the fascist group Terza 
Posizione; Pierre Vial, who got the loudest applause for 
his antisemitic allusions, and hardy perennials such as 
Serge de Beketch, Jean-Gilles Malliarakis and the 
Holocaust denier and lawyer, Eric Delcroix. 

A curious aspect was the way in which a debate on 
“Perspectives for the Future” was preceded by a 
screening of the legendary anti-French imperialist film, 
The Battle of Algiers, in a clumsy and grossly historically 
inaccurate attempt to claim that the future will consist 
of “ethnic war”. 

What the Versailles festival showed, happily, is that the 
fascists to the right of the FN are still a long way from 
forming an effective movement. At the same time, the 
emergence of the BI probably means that we can look 
forward to an increased number of street clashes. 
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West Germany: 
Nazi group 
banned 


The latest nazi group led by 
former soldier Michael 
Kuhnen has been banned 
by the West German 
authorities. 

The ban follows dawn raids 
by police on the homes of 
70 Known nazis, many of 
them members of Kuhnen’s 
Action Front of National 
Socialists/National Activists. 

Announcing the ban, 
CROYDON? Interior Minister Friedrich 

Zimmerman listed acts of 
violence and racism committed by neo-nazis this year. Kuhnen’s group 
had about 270 members, he said. 

Three days before the Turkey-West Germany match they planned to 
disrupt, West Berlin neo-nazis were extensively raided by police in an 
operation which turned up large numbers of leaflets as well as weapons 
and metal helmets. Most of the material was discovered in the flat of the 
leader of the National Activists of Greater Berlin, a group currently under 
investigation for neo-nazi activities. 
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10 years ago 
January 1994 


The British National Party’s 
most famous criminal son, 
Tony Wells, alias Lecomber, 
alias East, has come home 
from prison to cheers from 
fellow members. The BNP’s 
claim to be the law and 
order party once more rung 
hollow, as party leader John 
Tyndall joined the newly 
released Wells on the 
platform of a rally in 
Dagenham in December. 

The rally, called to build 
the BNP’s campaign in the 
far east of London, attracted 
three other party leading lights, Steve Smith, the Tower Hamlets 
organiser, councillor Derek Beackon and Eddy Butler, the national 
elections officer. The BNP has declared its intention of fighting three 
seats in the area in the spring local elections. 

Wells is a major asset to the BNP’s front-line troops. He was released 
after serving two-thirds of a three-year sentence for beating up a Jewish 
schoolteacher with six or seven of his mates. 
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Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 
PO Box 632, Blackburn 
Lancashire BB4 4WT 


Bradford Anti-Fascist 
Committee 

Bradford TUC-AFC 

c/o 17-21 Chapel St. 
Bradford BD1 5DT 


Broxbourne Against 
Racism 

1-10 ={0) Gn BL oW Ac) 
London Ni 1AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 


Burnley Trades Council 
c/o Town Hall 

Burnley 

Lancs BBi1 JA 

rela ave)aats@™elelaalion eens 


Calderdale Communities 
Against Racism 

c/o 17-21 Chapel St 
Bradford BD1 5DT 


Gateshead Against 
the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street 
Gateshead 

Tyne & Wear NE8 1AY 
0191-477-6638 
elalecxeyal@rlelalicxe) aligclomaleis 


Kirklees United Against 
Racism and Fascism 

|= 0 3{0) arc HAC) 

Huddersfield 

West Yorkshire HD1 3YU 


Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism 

and Fascism 

Coyfom eV iNL6) 

Sefton Road, Liverpool 


Oldham United 
Against Racism 

c/o Oldham Law Centre 
Archway House 

3 Bridge Street, Oldham 


Ribble Valley 
Against Racism 

| =10 i ={0) rc }o) 

Whalley 

Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
rv.ar@mail.com 


Saltdean for Tolerance 
and Respect (STAR) 

PO Box 164 

Brighton BN1i 7WB 
contact@saltdeanstar.org 


Sheffield Campaign 
Against Racism and 
Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC 
Trades & Labour Club 
Talbot Street 
Sheffield S2 2TG 


South East Essex 
Coalition Against Racism 
c/o Searchlight Magazine 
10 = 10) ev RoW As) 

lige) gem Letom) NC) 


Sunderland Coalition 
Against Racism 

and Fascism 

c/o Unison 

City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge 

Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 


Tees Valley Unites 
Against Racism 

eyfemei\ i=} 

Cleveland House 

7 Woodlands Road 
Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 


Tyne & Wear Anti- 
Fascist Association 
Room 111 

Transport House 
Ble)alem Bleleicyejaeligeicis 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE 8TW 

0191 272 1211 
twafa@twafa.org.uk 


Wakefield Trades Council 
108 Moorhouse Avenue 
Stanley 

Wakefield WF3 4BH 


Wales Friends 

of Searchlight 

Cardiff Centre for Trade 
Union Studies 

182 Habershon Street 
Splott 

Cardiff CF24 2LE 


Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

27 Alder Avenue 

Worsley Hall 

Wigan WN5 9PY 
chitchen@fsi.li.man.ac.uk 


Wolverhampton, 

Bilston & District TUC 
PO Box 2917 
Wolverhampton 

WV2 2YA 

wolves. tuc@unisonfree.net 


To get your group’s 
details included on this 
list in future editions of 
the magazine please 
contact Searchlight. 











